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Fill up these questions during the movie: 

• How is the story told? What is denoted and connoted? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How are the different cultures represented? How are they similar or different? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How did the cultures encounter each other? What are their motivations for interacting? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How do they interact? And how do they talk about each other?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How do the worlds represented seem real or fake? How is this representation parallel or 
opposed to our world’s reality? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How are cultural conflicts dealt with? Are there different approaches?  
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• How do the special effects work in favour or against the narrative? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What were your impressions of this movie? Have they changed if you have seen it more 
than once? 
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Reading Log—deeper level reflections  

As a result of this reflection I have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:  

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject I have kept (because…) 

I recognise the following worldviews in this reading. 

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways: 

Connection/s to other readings / lectures on this topic 
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The reading, the theory or the context: (you could put the reference list citation here) 

The message (and where it fits in the big picture) 

How would this work in practice? 

What you like: (and why) 

Your concerns: 

Your questions: 
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http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/11/chinua‐achebe‐google‐honours‐today‐

171116065724595.html 

 

Chinua Achebe: Why Google honours him today 

17/11/2017 Al Jazeera News Agency 
 
Widely considered as Africa's greatest storyteller, Chinua Achebe would have been 87 on 
Thursday. 

In his honour, Google is changing its logo to a doodle, or illustration, portraying him. This is 
his story: 

African novelist 

 Nigeria's storytelling tradition. Born in Ogidi in 1930 to an Igbo family, Chinua 
was the studious son of an evangelical priest. He grew up listening to stories narrated 
in his community.   

 In love with the library, Chinua completed English studies at the University of Ibadan 
in four years instead of the standard five. 

 In 1961, he worked for the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation and married Christie 
Okoli. They had four children together. 

 European interpretation of African culture. To give African children better quality 
books, he co-founded in 1967 Citadel Press with renowned writer Christopher Okigbo 
to publish children's books. 

 A voracious reader, Achebe was disappointed by non-African authors' ignorance 
about the continent and its people. 

 Biafran independence. When the region of Biafra broke away in 1967, Achebe 
became a strong Biafran supporter. He later dabbled in political activism. 

 On the desperate conditions suffered by Biafran refugees, Achebe wrote the following 
rhymes in "Refugee Mother and Child": 

Of unwashed children with washed-out ribs  
And dried-up bottoms waddling in labored steps,  
Behind blown-empty bellies. Other mothers there  

Had long ceased to care, but not this one 

 Frustrated by corruption in Nigeria, Chinua emigrated to the United States in 1969 as 
a university lecturer. He returned to Nigeria in 1976 and worked as a professor of 
English. 

 Car accident. In 1990 Achebe was in a crash in Nigeria that left him paralysed and in 
a wheelchair. In the same year, he moved to the US and taught at Bard College for 15 
years.  

 In 2009, Achebe joined Brown University as a professor of African Studies. 

 Chinua died in Boston on March 21, 2013, at the age of 82. 
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“I thought that Christianity was very a good and a very valuable thing for us. But after a 

while, I began to feel that the story that I was told about this religion wasn’t perhaps 

completely whole, that something was left out. “ Chinua Achebe 

Things Fall Apart 

 Clash of civilisations. As a Nigerian novelist, Achebe portrayed the social 
disorientation that resulted from Western colonisation of Africa. 

 In 1958, he published his first and most widely read novel, Things Fall Apart. The 
novel portrays the clash of cultures that took place when Christian missionaries and 
Western colonials encountered traditional African societies in the 19th century.   

 The novel follows the life of Okonkwo, an Ibo leader and local wrestling champion. 
He is exiled and upon his return, finds his community has submitted to the influence 
of Western colonisers. Realising how much his life and his village have worsened, he 
hangs himself.  

 "The world has no end, and what is good among one people is an abomination with 
others," writes Achebe. 

 100 best English novels. In 2005, Time magazine listed Things Fall Apart in its list 
of the 100 Best English-language Novels from 1923 to 2005. 

 Things Fall Apart is still one of the most read books in modern African literature. The 
novel sold over 12 million copies and was translated into more than 50 languages.  

 The book was followed by a sequel, No Longer at Ease, originally written as the 
second part of a larger work along with Arrow of God.  

“A child cannot pay for its mother's milk” Chinua Achebe, in his book Things Fall Apart 

Recognition 

 30 honorary degrees. Acknowledged as the father of modern African 
literature, Chinua was awarded 30 honorary degrees from universities around the 
world.  

 Achebe also won many literary awards, from the inaugural Nigerian National Merit 
Award in 1979 to the Man Booker International Prize for Fiction in 2007.  

 He won The Dorothy and Lillian Gish Prize in 2010. The annual prize is given to "a 
man or woman who has made an outstanding contribution to the beauty of the world 
and to mankind’s enjoyment and understanding of life".  

 Praised by Mandela. South Africa's anti-apartheid revolutionary leader Nelson 
Mandela called him a writer "in whose company the prison walls fell down".  

 The current president of South Africa Jacob Zuma has described him as a "colossus of 
African writing".  

 Literary critics have compared Achebe's eminence worldwide to Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, Toni Morrison and a handful of other writers. 
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