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Mawkish, maybe. But Avatar is a profound, insightful, important film

George Monbiot — 11 January 2010 19:30GMT

Cameron's blockbuster offers a chilling metaphor for European butchery of the Americas. No wonder
the US right hates it

Avatar, James Cameron's blockbusting 3D film, is both profoundly silly and profound. It's -
profound because, like most films about aliens, it is a metaphor for contact between different
human cultures. But in this case the metaphor is conscious and precise: this is the story of
European engagement with the native peoples of the Americas. It's profoundly silly because
engineering a happy ending demands a plot so stupid and predictable that it rips the heart out
of the film. The fate of the native Americans is much closer to the story told in another new
film, The Road, in which a remnant population flees in terror as it is hunted to extinction.

But this is a story no one wants to hear, because of the challenge it presents to the way we
choose to see ourselves. Europe was massively enriched by the genocides in the Americas; the
American nations were founded on them. This is a history we cannot accept.

In his book American Holocaust, the US scholar David Stannard documents the greatest acts
of genocide the world has ever experienced. In 1492, some 100 million native people lived in
the Americas. By the end of the 19th century almost all of them had been exterminated. Many
died as a result of disease, but the mass extinction was also engineered.

When the Spanish arrived in the Americas, they described a world which could scarcely have
been more different to their own. Europe was ravaged by war, oppression, slavery, fanaticism,
* disease and starvation. The populations they encountered were healthy, well-nourished and
mostly (with exceptions like the Aztecs and Incas) peaceable, democratic and egalitarian.
Throughout the Americas the earliest explorers, including Columbus, remarked on the
natives' extraordinary hospitality. The conquistadores marvelled at the amazing roads, canals,
buildings and art they found, which in some cases outstripped anything they had seen at
home. None of this stopped them destroying everything and everyone they encountered.

The butchery began with Columbus. He slaughtered the native people of Hispaniola (now
Haiti and the Dominican Republic) by unimaginably brutal means. His soldiers tore babies
from their mothers and dashed their heads against rocks. They fed their dogs on living
children. On one occasion they hung 13 Indians in honour of Christ and the 12 disciples, on a
gibbet just low enough for their toes to touch the ground, then disembowelled them and burnt
them alive. Columbus ordered all the native people to deliver a certain amount of gold every
three months; anyone who failed had his hands cut off. By 1535 the native population of
Hispaniola had fallen from eight million to zero: partly as a result of disease, partly due to
murder, overwork and starvation. ) 4

The conquistadores spread this civilising mission across central and south America. When
they failed to reveal where their mythical treasures were hidden, the indigenous people were
flogged, hanged, drowned, dismembered, ripped apart by dogs, buried alive or burnt. The
soldiers cut off women's breasts, sent people back to their villages with their severed hands
and noses hung round their necks and hunted them with dogs for sport. But most were killed
by enslavement and disease. The Spanish discovered that it was cheaper to work the native
Americans to death and replace them than to keep them alive: the life expectancy in their
mines and plantations was three to four months. Within a century of their arrival, about 95%
of the population of South and Central America were dead.
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In California during the 18th century the Spanish systematised this extermination. A
Franciscan missionary called Junipero Serra set up a series of "missions": in reality
concentration camps using slave labour. The native people were herded in under force of
arms and made to work in the fields on one fifth of the calories fed to African American
slaves in the 19th century. They died from overwork, starvation and disease at astonishing
rates, and were continually replaced, wiping out the indigenous populations. Junipero Serra,
the Eichmann of California, was beatified by the Vatican in 1988. He now requires one more
miracle to be pronounced a saint.

While the Spanish were mostly driven by the lust for gold, the British who colonised North
America wanted land. In New England they surrounded the villages of the native Americans
and murdered them as they slept. As genocide spread westwards, it was endorsed at the
highest levels. George Washington ordered the total destruction of the homes and land of the
Iroquois. Thomas Jefferson declared that his nation's wars with the Indians should be pursued
until each tribe "is exterminated or is driven beyond the Mississippi". During the Sand Creek
massacre of 1864, troops in Colorado slaughtered unarmed people gathered under a flag of
peace, killing children and babies, mutilating all the corpses and keeping their victims'
genitals to use as tobacco pouches or to wear on their hats. Theodore Roosevelt called this

event "as rightful and beneficial a deed as ever took place on the frontier".

The butchery hasn't yet ended: last month the Guardian reported that Brazilian ranchers in the
western Amazon, having slaughtered all the rest, tried to kill the last surviving member of 3
forest tribe. Yet the greatest acts of genocide in history scarcely ruffle our collective
conscience. Perhaps this is what would have happened had the Nazis won the second world
war: the Holocaust would have been denied, excused or minimised in the same way, even as
it continued. The people of the nations responsible — Spain, Britain, the US and others — will
tolerate no comparisons, but the final solutions pursued in the Americas were far more
successful. Those who commissioned or endorsed them remain national or religious heroes.
Those who seek to prompt our memories are ignored or condemned.

This is why the right hates Avatar. In the neocon Weekly Standard, John Podhoretz complains
that the film resembles a "revisionist western” in which "the Indians became the good guys
and the Americans the bad guys". He says it asks the audience "to root for the defeat of
American soldiers at the hands of an insurgency". Insurgency is an interesting word for an
attempt to resist invasion: insurgent, like savage, is what you call someone who has
something you want. L'Osservatore Romano, the official newspaper of the Vatican, condemned
the film as "just an anti-imperialistic, anti-militaristic parable".

But at least the right knows what it is attacking. In the New York Times the liberal critic
Adam Cohen praises Avatar for championing the need to see clearly. It reveals, he says, "a
well-known principle of totalitarianism and genocide — that it is easiest to oppress those we
cannot see". But in a marvellous unconscious irony, he bypasses the crashingly obvious
metaphor and talks instead about the light it casts on Nazi and Soviet atrocities. We have all
become skilled in the art of not seeing.

I agree with its rightwing critics that Avatar is crass, mawkish and cliched. But it speaks of a
truth more important — and more dangerous ~ than those contained in a thousand arthouse

movies. .
‘http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/cifamerica/ZO 10/jan/11/mawkish-maybe-avatar-

profound-important
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The 1ndependent, 20 December 2009

Avatar

James Cameron's extraordinary allegory of US
adventurism in the Middle East inspires shock
and awe but fails to win hearts and minds

Reviewed by Jonathan Romney

James Cameron once declared himself king of the world. Now he has his eye on bigger things
— he wants to rule the universe, the future and your brain.

His long-awaited Avatar is digital epic as attrition — you can't escape being overwhelmed by
it, but it doesn't leave you much thinking space. I saw the film in 3D on a relatively small
screen rather than in the colossal Imax format in which it's also being released. See it on that
scale, and no doubt you'll feel totally engulfed by the experience, but even in a Soho Square
basement, Avatar was immersive enough for me.

What I do feel overwhelmed by is the ocean of publicity telling us that Avatar is the ultimate
this, the ultimate that, one of the most expensive films ever made (at a reported $230m or
£143m — and you don't have tobe a killjoy to find that obscene) and, most worrying, that it is
the future of cinema.

Well, perhaps it is, although I wouldn't trust pronouncements on the future from anyone
called Cameron. But you certainly should not believe claims that Avatar is unlike anything
you've ever seen. It isn't: not if you've seen 2001, Star Wars, Apocalypse Now, Jurassic Park,
Minority Report, Apocalypto or any of several Westerns that come to mind. Everything in
Cameron's film — whether it's the future-tech stuff or the planetary faeryland — is oddly
familiar. What is new in Avatar is the degree to which it uses CGI artifice: this is about as far
in the direction of animation as cinema can go while still retaining any claim to human
presence.

The film's central creations are towering athletic blue-skinned aliens, the Na'vi; they resemble
stretched humans, with tails and feline faces, like lynxes genetically altered to play basketball.
They are created by the same motion-capture technique that film-makers including Robert
Zemeckis and Peter Jackson have been using for some years, encoding actors' faces and
movements into digitally drawn beings. Cameron, however, has made his creatures so lithe
and expressive that he raises the bar; in his hybrid beings, the join between live and
"programmed" is harder to detect than ever, successfully pushing digital imagery towards
something approaching the organic. . ~ :

Avatar also creates a jungle-planet environment in astonishingly dense detail: every leaf,
every droplet of water, every scale and hair on every bizarre creature is manufactured to order.
The film is like an anti-Darwinist's wet dream of intelligent design, with Cameron as God
with a Bible full of algorithms. :
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The story is set in a far future, when humanity has screwed up Earth and is looking for other
worlds to despoil. The Na'vi planet Pandora happens to be rich in a miracle mineral called
(Avatar's only sign of humour) "Unobtainium". But to get at this stuff, the humans rmust
displace the peace-loving Na'vi, and so an Earth army is moving in under the comm and of
Quaritch (Stephen Lang), a colonel who loves the smell of napalm at any time of day.

Joining the human task force is Jake Sully (Sam Worthington), a wounded marine in a
wheelchair, who signs up for the avatar programme run by scientist Grace Augustine
(Sigourney Weaver). Avatars are artificially grown Na'vi bodies into which human
consciousnesses are implanted. With his mind in an avatar, Jake will perhaps persuade the
Na'vi to co-operate before the army uses its own methods — for which the terms "shock and
awe", "hearts and minds" and "fight terror with terror" are variously used. But Jake falls for a
lissom blue female (Zoe Saldana) and, moved by Na'vi eco-wisdom, goes native from the
blue skin inwards.

Yes, Avatar swipes at US policy in the Gulf — but this dimension of the film comes across
merely as a sop to anyone who's accidentally brought their brain along and, frankly, $230m -
seems a lot to spend on a political parable. Ultimately Avatar isn't about that at all — nor is it
really "about" the phenomenology of digital cinema, although the legions of academics
who've been theorising about CGI since Cameron's The Abyss will want, like him, to take
their game to the next level. For what it's worth, Avatar offers its own metaphor of immersive
cinema: the avatar inhabited by Sully is at once living being and simulation (part
Worthington, part pixel), and allows him simultaneously to move around the planet Pandora
and lie in a pod at HQ. A bit like cinema, then, where you Te at once in your seat and out of
-your body, carried away on the thrill ride.

But just how fascinating is it to be immersed in Avatar? Barely at all, if you're looking for
narrative intelligence. The characters are barely D: militaristic baddies, plucky tough cookies,
noble and vaguely African embodiments of life force. As for the dialogue, Cameron's script
budget must have run out at first-draft stage.

Visually, the motion capture is seamless; the clarity of the 3D is remarkable, and it's all
undeniably dazzling. Big Jim's Rainforest Adventure is like David Attenborough's Life on
acid - and pardon the cliché, I do mean on acid. This is a neo-hippie experience par
excellence: Pandora's fauna and landscapes, especially its extraordinary airborne mountains,
will look oddly familiar to anyone who remembers the LP sleeves of Seventies prog-rock
illustrator Roger Dean.

Magnificent as Avatar often is, it comes across as kitsch, somewhat pious, and altogether a
corporate production rather than one with any human personality: essentially, the CGI
equivalent of Cirque du Soleil. What the film doesn't offer is any real imaginative leap. Think
of any fiction set in a fantasy Eden, and you're likely to have dragon-like dinosaurs, massive
awe-inspiring trees, the odd bizarre insect. They're all here, but rarely to surprising effect.
The film has a much narrower and more conventional visionary palette than Peter Jackson's
Rings trilogy which, tedious as it finally was, represented a genuine feat of imagination in
visualising Tolkien's encyclopaedic world in all its range.

And ultimately, for all its superficial right-on-ness, Avatar is patronising in its cod-ethnic
mythologisation of the Na'vi, who are forever lifting their arms and chanting to sacred trees
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like the chorus in a Sixties tribal musical. And of course it's a white man — in digital blueface,
as it were — who is the real hero of the Na'vi victory.

Is this the shape of cinema to come? Well, no doubt many staggeringly expensive digital
spectacles will follow, some better, many considerably worse. Avatar's real signifi cance is
probably as a Research and Development testbed for new generations of immersive
videogames, but it doesn't have much to offer narrative cinema. Avatar is a phenommenon you
can't ignore, monumentally imposing and done with extraordinary expertise — but the same
could be said of the Dubai skyline, and I'm not sure that represents any future worth investing
in.

Chicago Sun Times, 11 December 2009

Avatar

Reviewed by Rogert Ebert

Watching "Avatar," I felt sort of the same as when I saw "Star Wars" in 1977. That was
another movie I walked into with uncertain expectations. James Cameron's film has been the
subject of relentlessly dubious advance buzz, just as his "Titanic" was. Once again, he has
silenced the doubters by simply delivering an extraordinary film. There is still at least one
man in Hollywood who knows how to spend $250 million, or was it $300 million, wisely.

"Avatar" is not simply a sensational entertainment, although it is that. It's a technical
breakthrough. It has a flat-out Green and anti-war message. It is predestined to launch a cult.
It contains such visual detailing that it would reward repeating viewings. It invents a new
language, Na'vi, as "Lord of the Rings" did, although mercifully I doubt this one can be
spoken by humans, even teenage humans. It creates new movie stars. It is an Event, one of
those films you feel you must see to keep up with the conversation.

The story, set in the year 2154, involves a mission by U. S. Armed Forces to an earth-sized
moon in orbit around a massive star. This new world, Pandora, is a rich source of a mineral -
Earth desperately needs. Pandora represents not even a remote threat to Earth, but we
nevertheless send in ex-military mercenaries to attack and conquer them. Gung-ho warriors
employ machine guns and pilot armored hover ships on bombing runs. You are free to find

~ 'this an allegory aboiit contemporary politics. Cameron obviously does.

Pandora harbors a planetary forest inhabited peacefully by the Na'vi, a blue-skinned, golden-
eyed race of slender giants, each one perhaps 12 feet tall. The atmosphere is not breathable by
humans, and the landscape makes us pygmies. To venture out of our landing craft, we use
avatars--Na'vi lookalikes grown organically and mind-controlled by humans who remain
wired up in a trance-like state on the ship. While acting as avatars, they see, fear, taste and
feel like Na'vi, and have all the same physical adeptness.
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This last quality is liberating for the hero, Jake Sully (Sam Worthington), who is a paraplegic.
He's been recruited because he's a genetic match for a dead identical twin, who an expensive
avatar was created for. In avatar state he can walk again, and as his payment for this duty he
will be given a very expensive operation to restore movement to his legs. In theory he's in no
danger, because if his avatar is destroyed, his human form remains untouched. In theory.

On Pandora, Jake begins as a good soldier and then goes native after his life is saved by the
lithe and brave Neytiri (Zoe Saldana). He finds it is indeed true, as the aggressive Col. Miles
Quaritch (Stephen Lang) briefed them, that nearly every species of life here wants him for
lunch. (Avatars are not be made of Na'vi flesh, but try explaining that to a charging 30-ton
thino with a snout like 2 hammerhead shark).

The Na'vi survive on this planet by knowing it well, living in harmony with nature, and being
wise about the creatures they share with. In this and countless other ways they resemble
Native Americans. Like them, they tame another species to carry them around--not horses,

but graceful flying dragon-like creatures. The scene involving Jake capturing and taming one -

of these great beasts is one of the film's greats sequences.

Like "Star Wars" and "LOTR," "Avatar" employs a new generation of special effects.
Cameron said it would, and many doubted him. It does. Pandora is very largely CGIL. The
Na'vi are embodied through motion capture techniques, convincingly. They look like specific
persuasive individuals, yet sidestep the eerie Uncanny Valley effect. And Cameron and his
artists succeed at the difficult challenge of making Neytiri a blue-skinned giantess with
golden eyes and a long, supple tail, and yet--I'll be damned. Sexy.

2

At 163 minutes, the film doesn't feel too long, It contains so much. The human stories. The
Na'vi stories, for the Na'vi are also developed as individuals. The complexity of the planet,
which harbors a global secret. The ultimate warfare, with Jake joining the resistance against
his former comrades. Small graceful details like a floating creature that looks like a cross
between a blowing dandelion seed and a drifting jellyfish, and embodies goodness. Or
astonishing floating cloud-islands.

I've complained that many recent films abandon story telling in their third acts and go for
wall-to-wall action. Cameron essentially does that here, but has invested well in establishing
his characters so that it matters what they do in battle and how they do it. There are issues at
stake greater than simply which side wins.

Cameron promised he'd unveil the next generation of 3-D in "Avatar." I'm a notorious skeptic
about this process, a needless distraction from the perfect realism of movies in 2-D.
Cameron's iteration is the best I've seen -- and more importantly, one of the most carefully-
employed. The film never uses 3-D simply because it has it, and doesn't promiscuously
violate the fourth wall. He also seems quite aware of 3-D's weakness for dimming the picture,
and even with a film set largely in interiors and a rain forest, there's sufficient light. T saw the
film in 3-D on a good screen at the AMC River East and was impressed. I might be awesome
in True IMAX. Good luck in getting a ticket before February.

It takes a hell of a lot of nerve for a man to stand up at the Oscarcast and proclaim himself
King of the World. James Cameron just got re-elected.



The Telegraph, 22 December 2009

James Cameron's Avatar is a stylish film marred by its racist
subtext

Review by Will Heaven

The Na'vi wear dreadlocks and African-style jewellery (Picture: 20th Century F ox)

Avatar was a spectacle, I’1l grant you that. The film’s 230-million-dollar budget guaranteed
extravagant and often beautiful 3D special effects. But as I left the cinema last night, I
couldn’t help questioning the weird mind behind it all. Was it James Cameron’s intention to
be so nauseatingly patronising? And how could the famously Left-wing director have failed
to pick up on his film’s racist subtext?

I won’t spoil the plot, but here’s the basic set-up: a group of mercenary humans have
colonised a faraway planet, called Pandora, in order to extract an enormously valuable
mineral found there. Pandora’s “natives” — a race of tall, blue-skinned aliens called the Na’vi
—live on an area of land which is set to be mined. They won’t relocate, so the humans attack.

But the Na’vi aren’t your average extra-terrestrials. Blue skin aside, they’re essentially a
childish pastiche of the “ethnic”, with recognisably human features. They wear Maasai-style
necklaces and beaded jewellery which Cameron has borrowed from tribal East Africa. Their

~ long, dark hair is dreadlocked. Their clothes are apparently Amerindian. They are armed with

bows and poisoned arrows, and wear facepaint into battle. The main Na’vi characters are
voiced by four black actors: Zo& Saldafia, C. C. H. Pounder, Laz Alonso and Peter Mensah;
as well as one Cherokee, Wes Studi. The evil humans, needless to say, are white, male and
middle-aged. :
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James Cameron has been very open about the politics behind Avatar. It’s about how “greed

and imperialism tend to destroy the environment,” he said in a recent interview. “It> s a way of

looking back on ourselves from this other world.”

If we look at his version of our planet, however, the view is overwhelmingly repellent.
Pandora is to Cameron what Africa was to Joseph Conrad — it’s another, fictional ‘Heart of
Darkness’, a place where a cruel imperial power subjects what is (perhaps unwittingly)
depicted as a lesser race. Chinua Achebe, Conrad’s fiercest critic, wrote that “Heart of
Darkness projects the image of Africa as ‘the other world,’ the antithesis of Europe and
therefore of civilization, a place where man’s vaunted intelligence and refinement are finally
mocked by triumphant bestiality.” Almost the exact same could be said of Avatar.

Take, for example, the relationship between the ethnic Na’vi and the animals which inhabit
Pandora. Every interaction between them involves an act of quasi-consummation. The
“natives” attach a spindly appendage to whatever raging animal they are trying to tame,
resulting in a short struggle followed by an almost post-coital quiet. In another scene, one of
the Na’vi is warned not to play with the same appendage or, he is told, “you’ll go blind.” The
hint is heavy enough — it’s the same “triumphant bestiality” which Achebe criticised in Heart
of Darkness.

By far the most contemptible theme in Avatar involves the hero, a young disabled American
called Jake Sully, played by Sam Worthington. Before the humans declare war on the Na'vi,
Sully is sent to them (in the form of a blue-skinned avatar) in a last ditch attempt to find a
diplomatic solution. But, lo and behold, he becomes one of them — sympathising so much
with their plight that he decides to lead them into battle against the humans.

As Left-wing conceits go, this one surely tops all the others: the ethnic Na’vi, the film
suggests, need the white man to save them because, as a less developed race, they lack the
ntelligence and fortitude to overcome their adversaries by themselves. The poor helpless

Jatives, in other words, must rely on the principled white man to lead them out of danger.

Yuck. And there I was, thinking this sort of patronising world-view was dying out. But
plainly it lives on in Hollywood. Avatar is artistic evidence of the ugly mindset which
underlies so much of Left-wing thinking today: the belief that only the superior Western

liberal is fit to lead the world into a better future. Other than a whole lot of style, this is all
Cameron’s film has to offer — so I make that 230 million dollars wasted.

The Weekly Standard, 28 December 2009

Avatarocious
Another spectacle hits an iceberg and sinks

Review by John Podhoretz
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Avatar, we are told, does things with cameras and computers and actors that have n ever been
done before. Its painstaking combination of real-life action and animation has, we are told,
taken cinema to a new level. It cost anywhere from $328 million to $500 million, we are told
and took four years to make. It is a breakthrough, we are told, the boldest step into the future
of filmmaking, an unparalleled achievement.

2

What they didn't tell us is that Avatar is blitheringly stupid; indeed, it's among the dumbest
movies I've ever seen. Avatar is an undigested mass of clichés nearly three hours in length
taken directly from the revisionist westerns of the 1960s-thie ones in which the Indians
became the good guys and the Americans the bad guys. Only here the West is a plamet called
Pandora, the time is the 22nd century rather than the 19th, and the Indians have blue skin and
tails, and are 10 feet tall.

An American soldier named Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) is sent to make friends with the
blue people. To effect this, scientists download his consciousness into a 10-foot-tall blue
body. Jake discovers that the natives are wonderful in every possible way. They are so green
it's too bad their skin has to be blue. They're hunters and they kill animals, but after they do
s0, they cry and say it's sad. Which only démonstrates their superiority. Plus they have (I'm
not kidding) fiber-optic cables coming out of their patooties that allow them to plug into
animals and control them. Now, that just seems wrong-1 mean, why should they get to control
the pterodactyls? Why don't the pterodactyls control them? This kind of biped-centrism is just
another form of 1mper1ahst racism, 1n my opinion

Like the Keebler elves, the Blue People all live in a big tree together and they go to church at
another big tree, under which (we learn) lives Mother Earth, only since it isn't earth, she isn't
called Mother Earth, but the Great Mother or something like that. Meanwhile, back among
the humans at their base camp, there's a big fight. The scruffy scientists, led by Sigourney
Weaver, want to learn, learn, learn about the wonders of the planet and the people and
Mother Earth and the big tree and the pterodactyls.

But the scientists work for an evil corporation (natch) and the evil corporation is only there
because it wants-you can write the rest; but I will, just for the sake of expedience-to exploit
the planet's natural resources. In particular, it wants to exploit a mineral called (again no
kidding) unobtainium. And it turns out there's a big deposit of unobtainium under the Keebler
EIf Tree. They want the elves to move.

Getting them to move is Jake Sully’s job. And he does earn their trust, even though the leader
of their tribe says, "His alien scent offends my nose!" (The line is translated from their
nonexistent language with subtitles that are designed to look like the men's room signs at an
Indian casino.) The Blue People, in particular the contemptuous and lovely Neytiri (Zoe .
Saldana), show him their wondrous ways. But before he can discuss hiring Allied Van Lines
with them, the Evil Corporation intervenes.

It is run by an evil Yuppie, and the Yuppie's security is provided by an evil Marine. And for
no good reason other than to get the movie into its second act, they decide to stage a military -
attack on the EIf Tree, thus blowing the zillions of dollars they sank into the project of

making Jake Sully into a Blue Person rather than waiting a couple of weeks.
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Oy, the suffering that ensues, all for some lousy unobtainium! Oy, the destruction! “You can
hear writer-director James Cameron weeping over his special-effects computer as the bad
humans he created commit this terrible atrocity against the Blue People who don't exist. As
for me, I was reminded of Oscar Wilde's immortal crack about Charles Dickens's te ars as he
killed off the child heroine of his Old Curiosity Shop: "It would take a heart of stone to read
the death of Little Nell without laughing."

The only salvation for Pandora lies with our man Jake Sully turning into the leader of the
blue-skinned people, rallying them to the cause of protecting their planet against the Evil
Corporation. This, too, is unacceptably paternalistic, in my view; after all, why should giant
blue people have to learn these things from a shrimpy white guy who doesn't even have a tail
or built-in Skype?

Eventually, it falls to Jake to plug his fiber-optic cables into a plant and ask the Great Mother
to do something. And she does. She rallies the pterodactyls, not to mention some

- rhinoceroses and dogs, to join with an army of blue people to take down the EC. In the end,
it's Jake Sully vs. the Evil Marine, who is dressed up to look like (again, not kidding) a Rock
'"Em Sock 'Em Robot, one of those ludicrous toys from the late 1960s that gave toys a bad
name.

You're going to hear a lot over the next couple of weeks about the movie's politics-about how

it's a Green epic about despoiling the environment, and an attack on the war in Iraq, and so on.

The conclusion does ask the audience to root for the defeat of American soldiers at the hands
of an insurgency. So it is a deep expression of anti-Americanism-kind of.

The thing is, one would be giving James Cameron too much credit to take Avatar-with its
mindless worship of a nature-loving tribe and the tribe's adorable pagan rituals, its hatred of
the military and American institutions, and the notion that to be human is just way uncool-at
all seriously as a political document. It's more interesting as an example of how deeply rooted
these standard-issue counterculture clichés in Hollywood have become by now. Cameron has
simply used these familiar bromides as shorthand to give his special-effects spectacular some
resonance. He wrote it this way not to be controversial, but quite the opposite: He was
making something he thought would be most pleasing to the greatest number of people.

Will it be? Aside from the anti-American, anti-human politics, the movie is nearly three hours
long, and it doesn't have a single joke in it. There is no question that Avatar is an astonishing
piece of work. It is, for about two-thirds of its running time, an animated picture that looks
like it's not an animated picture.

On the other hand, who cares? It doesn't count for much that the technical skill on display
makes it easier to suspend disbelief and make you think you're watching something take
place on a distant planet. Getting audiences to suspend disbelief isn't the hard part; we
suspend disbelief all the time. It's how we can see any movie about anything and get involved
_in the story. The real question is this: If Avatar were drawn like a regular cartoon, or had been
made on soundstages with sets and the like, would it be interesting? Would it hold our
attention?
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The answer is, unquestionably no. There's no chance anybody would even have put it into
production, no matter that Cameron made the box-office bonanza Titanic. So the question is:
Does the technical mastery on display in Avatar outweigh the unbelievably banal and idiotic
plot, the excruciating dialogue, the utter lack of any quality resembling a sense of hhumor?
And will all these qualities silence the discomfort coming from that significant segment of the
American population that, we know from the box-office receipts for Iraq war movi es this
decade, doesn't like it when an American soldier is the bad guy?

The Telegraph, 3 December 2009

Interview with James Cameron

By John Hiscock

Long before J amés Cameron shot a frame of Titanic he was working on a movie so ambitious
and futuristic that it would be another 14 years before technology caught up with him and he
could film it the way he wanted to.

The long-planned and much-hyped £160 million 3D science-fiction extravaganza Avatar will
finally be released around the world just before Christmas, 12 years after Titanic, which was
55%7year-old Cameron’s last feature film and remains the biggest box-office hit of all time.

That record could be overtaken by the visually astonjéhing Avatar, whose ground-breaking
techniques and spectacular effects are likely to revolutionise filmmaking and will set
standards for years to come.

Cameron, whose filmmaking has always been notable for its technological innovations,
explained it simply: “I basically sat down and put everything in this that I ever wanted to see
in a movie — and that’s why it’s such a grab-bag of visual concepts.”

With a cup of coffee in hand and looking relaxed and in a pair of jeans and casual shirt, he
was talking in his private projection room after screening 30 minutes of Avatar to a small
invited group. It is impossible not to be fascinated and enthralled by his action-filled 3D
vision of adventure and battles in an iridescent jungle on an alien planet, where hideous,
dragon-like creatures appear to leap off the screen, flora and fauna wave in the air and a
heroic avatar does battle with a pterodactyl like beast before subduing it and soaring off on
its back.

“It came from all the science-fiction books I read when I was a kid and it just gestated over
time,” he said. “I did a ot of fantasy art and I had drawers full of drawings of creatures,
characters, robots, spaceships and all that sort of thing. So for me I was just going back to my .
roots.”

As a teenager Cameron was so astounded at Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey that

'he saw it 10 times and became inspired to experiment with 16mm filmmaking and model-

building. From his earliest filmmaking days — he first gained recognition for writing and
directing The Terminator in 1984 — he has been a leading science-fiction auteur and special-
effects visionary. Aliens, which he wrote and directed, snared seven Oscar nominations but
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he developed a reputation for making extreme demands on cast and crew; and The Abyss,
which won an Oscar for best visual effects, was a notoriously difficult shoot.

While making Titanic he frequently clashed with studio bosses and the film was delayed
because of his use of painstaking state-of-the-art special-effects technology. By his own
account it was not an easy or pleasurable film to make, but it went on to receive 14 Oscar
nominations, winning 11 including best picture and best director.

As Avatar’s star, Cameron chose the up-and-coming Australian actor Sam Worthington as
Jake Sully, an ex Marine who has been wounded and paralysed from the waist down. He
agrees to travel to Pandora, an Earthlike-planet with a lush rainforest environment, trees a
thousand feet tall, floating mountains and an abundance of life forms, some beautifial and
some terrifying. There he becomes an avatar, a human-hybrid who falls in love with. a Na’vi,
a young native woman who is 10ft tall, blue-skinned and played by Zoe Saldana, from Star
Trek.

As he becomes increasingly involved with her and her clan he finds himself caught between
the military industrial forces of Earth and the Na’vi, who are 1ncreas1ngly threatened by the
human expansion on Pandora.

“We’re telling the story of what happens when a technologically superior culture comes into
a place with a technologically inferior indigenous culture and there are resources there that
they want,” said Cameron. “It never ends well.

“It’s also a love story about an awakening of perception through the other person. That
person must teach him something and there has to be a greater reason for him to be in love
with her other than she’s a hot blue alien chick.”

The Canadian-bomn Cameron and his staff have been experimenting for years with seamlessly
blending live action footage with computer-generated techniques, including motion-capture
CG that can record an actor’s facial expressions and a virtual camera system that allows
Cameron to see in real time the way his actor-based CG characters interact with their virtual
worlds.

“It’s fine to say, Hey, we did all this uriprecedented stuff’, but you have to be willing to go
through the painful steps of creating those things and going from an idea to a prototype to a
production-ready toolset in a very, very rapid timeframe,” he said. “Avatar was driven by the
maturation of the new technology.”

Cameron, who has always used his films as experimental sounding-boards for future projects,
explained: “We had taken technology and pushed it a little bit further and got fluid computer-
generated creatures on to the screen with The Abyss and we did the same thing again,
pushing technology further, with Terminator 2.”

But it was not until he saw how Peter Jackson had created the Gollum character in Lord of
the Rings that he felt it would be possible to make Avatar — although, he said: “We were
going significantly beyond anything he had done because we had all sorts of different
characters based on different actors.”

- 14 -
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He went to New Zealand to meet Jackson, toured his special-effects workshop and hired
Jackson’s Weta company to work on Avatar.

Cameron explained his methods as he took me on a tour of the offices of his Lightstorm
company in an unobtrusive, three-storey building on a busy street in the centre of Santa
Monica. It is there, in offices lined with movie posters and rooms containing modesls of
outlandish-looking creatures, that his staff of 60 artists, writers, production assistants and
computer experts work on bringing his sometimes impossible?seeming ideas to the screen.

The first 18 months of the four years he spent working on Avatar were devoted to creating
the plants, costumes, vehicles, weapons, and, of course the creatures. One room is filled with
models of creatures he and his staff created for Avatar — the Leonopteryx, the Stingbat, the
Direhorse, the Sturmbeest, the Hellfire Wasp and many others that didn’t make it into the
movie.

The actors had to learn Na’vi, a language that a linguistics professor spent a year creating for
the movie, and Worthington, who was previously in Terminator Salvation and will be seen in
next year’s Clash of the Titans, spent 13 months rehearsing and filming his scenes. “I’ve
never had a guy push me like that,” he recalled later.

Cameron hasn’t yet decided on the exact length of Avatar, although he says: “It’s much
shorter than Titanic. Let me put it this way — it’s an epic and a full experience and the only
reason it’s not longer is because it’s a 3D experience and we don’t know what people’s
threshold is for that, so we’re erring a little bit on the conservative side.” ‘

With plenty of story material left over and the creatures and technology in place it would
seem that an Avatar sequel is inevitable, but Cameron is not so sure.

“I honestly don’t know how I feel about a sequel right now. I’d love for us to be successful
enough to warrant it, but I don’t know if I actually want to spend another three years making
one.”

The filmmaker, who spent a lot of time in deep-diving submarines for Titanic and his
documentary Ghosts of the Abyss, added, laughing: “It’s pretty simple. I like to be an

explorer and I like to be an artist. I find those two things most fulfilling and after Avatar is
done and I've hopefully made a little money off it I can go and do some more exploring.”

The Wrap, 13 January 2010

James Cameron: Yes, 'Avatar' is Political

By Brent Lang

- 15 -



“Avatar" director James Cameron responded to right-wing critics of his blockbuster hit movie

on Tuesday night, saying that "as an artist, I felt a need to say something about what I saw
around me."

Speaking at a private industry screening of the film, the director with his star Zoe Saldana
said that "Avatar" -- with its depiction of mineral exploitation on a distant planet and a cadre

of trigger-happy mercenaries charged with instituting a scorched earth policy -- is Very much
a political film.

But he rejected comments by critics that the film is un-American even if it is an allegory for
American military forays.

"I've heard people say this film is un-American, while part of being an American is having
the freedom to have dissenting ideas," Cameron said, prompting loud applause from a
capacity crowd at the ArcLight Hollywood.

"This movie reflects that we are living through war," Cameron added. "There are boots on the
ground, troops who I personally believe were sent there under false pretenses, so I hope this
will be part of opening our eyes."

" Conservative commentators such as John Podhoretz and John Nolte have blasted the film in
- recent weeks. In "The Weekly Standard," for instance, Podhoretz wrote, "The conclusion
does ask the audience to root for the defeat of American soldiers at the hands of an
insurgency. So it is a deep expression of anti-Americanism-~ kind of."

In an hour-long question-and-answer period with TheWrap's editor-in-chief Sharon Waxman,
Cameron and star Zoe Saldana discussed the film's environmental message, its technological
innovations, the future of 3D and another long-gestating project of the director's, "Battle
Angel.

To view interview: http://www.thewrap.com/movies/article/james-cameron-yes-avatar-
political-12929#
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Fill up these questions during the movie:

How is the story told? What is denoted and connoted?

How are the different cultures represented? How are they similar or different?

How did the cultures encounter each other? What are their motivations for interacting?

How do they interact? And how do they talk about each other?

How do the worlds represented seem real or fake? How is this representation parallel or
opposed to our world’s reality?

How are cultural conflicts dealt with? Are there different approaches?

- 17 -



* How do the special effects work in favour or against the narrative?

* What were your impressions of this movie? Have they changed if you have seen it more
than once?
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Reading Log—deeper level reflections

I recognise the following worldviews in this reading.

Connection/s to other readings / lectures on this topic

As a result of this reflection | have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject | have kept (because...)

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways:
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Reading Log—essay notes
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Montaigne (1533-1592)

Essays (1580)
Of Cannibals

When King Pyrrhus passed over into Italy, after he had reconnoitred the
formation of the army that the Romans were sending to meet him, he said: "I
do not know what barbarians these are" (for so the Greeks called all foreign
nations), "but the formation of this army that I see is not at all barbarous." The
Greeks said as much of the army that Flaminius brought into their country,
+ and 5o did Philip, seeing from a knoll the order and distribution of the Roman
camp, in his kingdom, under Publius Sulpicius Galba. Thus we should beware
of clinging to vulgar opinions, and judge things by reason's way, not by
popular say.

I had with me for a long time a man who had lived for ten or twelve years
in that other world which has been discovered in our century, in the place
where Villegagnon landed, and which he called Antarctic France. This
discovery of a boundless country seems worthy of consideration. I don't know
if I can guarantee that some other such discovery will not be made in the
future, so many personages greater than ourselves having been mistaken about
this one. I am afraid we have eyes bigger than our stomachs, and more
curiosity than capacity. We embrace everything, but we clasp only wind. [...]

Now, to return to my subject, I think there is nothing barbarous and savage
in that nation, from what I have been told, except that each man calls
barbarism whatever is not his own practice; for indeed it seems we have no
other test of truth and reason than the example and pattern of the opinions and
customs of the country we live in. There is always the perfect religion, the
perfect government, the perfect and accomplished manners in all things.
Those people are wild, just as we call wild the fruits that Nature has produced
by herself and in her normal course; where really it is those that we have
changed artificially and led astray from the common order, that we should
rather call wild. The former retain alive and vigorous their genuine, their most
useful and natural, virtues and properties, which we have debased in the latter
in adapting them to gratify our corrupted taste. And yet for all that, the savour

and delicacy of some uncultivated fruits of those countries is quite as
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excellent, even to our taste, as that of our own. It is not reasonable that art
should win the place of honour over our great and powerful mother Nature,
We have so overloaded the beauty and richness of her works by our
inventions that we have quite smothered her. [...]

These nations, then, seem to me barbarous in this sense, that they have
been fashioned very little by the human mind, and are still very close to their
original naturalness. The laws of nature still rule them, very little corrupted by
ours; and they are in such a state of purity that I am sometimes vexed that they
were unknown earlier, in the days when there were men able to judge them
better than we. [ am sorry that Lycurgus and Plato did not know of them; for it
seems to me that what we actually see in these nations surpasses not only all
the pictures in which poets have idealized the golden age and all their
inventions in imagining a happy state of man, but also the conceptions and the
very desire of philosophy. They could not imagine a naturalness so pure and
simple as we see by experience; nor could they believe that our society could
be maintained with so little artifice and human organization. [...] For the rest,
they live in a country with a very pleasant and temperate climate, so that
according to my witnesses it is rare to see a sick man there; and they have
assured me that they never saw one palsied, bleary-eyed, toothless, or bent
with age.[...] They generally call those of the same age, brothers; those who
are younger, children; and the old men are fathers to all the others. These
leave to their heirs in common the full possession of their property, without
division or any other title at all than just the one that Nature gives to her
creatures in bringing them into the world. -

If their neighbours cross the mountains to attack them and win a victory,
the gain of the victor is glory, and the advantage of having proved the master
in valour and virtue; for apart from this they have no use for the goods of the
vanquished, and they return to their own country, where they lack nejther
anything necessary nor that great thing, the knowledge of how to enjoy their
condition happily and be content with it. These men of ours do the same in
their turn. They demand of their prisoners no other ransom than that they
confess and acknowledge their defeat. But there is not one in a whole century
who does not choose to die rather than to relax a single bit, by word or look,
from the grandeur of an invincible courage; not one who would not rather be
killed and eaten than so much as ask not to be. They treat them very freely, so
that life may be all the dearer to them, and usually entertain them with threats
of their coming death, of the torments they - will have to suffer, the
preparations that are being made for that purpose, the cutting up of their
limbs, and the feast that will be made at their expense. All this is done for the
purpose of extorting from their lips some weak or base word, or making them
want to flee, so as to gain the advantage of having terrified them and broken
down their firmness, For indeed, if you take it the right way, it is in this point
alone that true victory lies: "It is no victory / Unless the vanquished foe admits
your mastery." [...] These prisoners are so far from giving in, in spite of all
that is done to them, that on the contrary, during the two or three months that
they are kept, they wear a happy expression; they urge their captors to hurry
and put them to the test; they defy them, insult them, reproach them with their
own cowardice and the number of battles they have lost to the prisoners' own
people.
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I have a song composed by a prisoner which contains this challenge, that
they should all come boldly and gather to dine off him, for they will be eating
at the same time their own fathers and grandfathers, who have served to feed
and nourish his body. "These muscles," he says, "this flesh and these veins are
your own, poor fools that you are. You do not recognize that the substance of
your ancestors' limbs is still contained in them. Savour them well; you will
find in them the taste of your own flesh." An idea that certainly does not
smack of barbarity. Those that paint these people dying, and who show the
execution, portray the prisoner spitting in the face of his slayers and scowling
at them. Indeed, to the last gasp they never stop braving and defying their
enemies by word and look. Truly here are real savages by our standards; for
either they must be thoroughly so, or we must be; there is an amazing distance
between their character and ours. [...]

Three of these men, ignorant of the price they will pay some day, in loss
of repose and happiness, for gaining knowledge of the corruptions of this side
of the ocean; ignorant also of the fact that of this intercourse will come their
ruin (which I suppose is already well advanced: poor wretches, to let
themselves be tricked by the desire for new things, and to have left the
serenity of their own sky to come and see ours!)C three of these men were at
Rouen, at the time the late King Charles IX was there. The king talked to them
for a long time; they were shown our ways, our splendour, the aspect of a fine
city. After that, someone asked their opinion, and wanted to know what they
had found most amazing. They mentioned three things, of which I have
forgotten the third, and I am very sorry for it; but I still remember two of -
them. They said that in the first place they thought it very strange that so many
grown men, bearded, strong, and armed, who were around the king (it is likely
that they were talking about the Swiss of his guard) should submit to obey a
child, and that one of them was not chosen to command instead. Second (they
have a way in their language of speaking of men as halves of one another),
they had noticed that there were among us men full and gorged with all sorts
of good things, and that their other halves were beggars at their doors,
emaciated with hunger and poverty; and they thought it strange that these
needy halves could endure such an injustice, and did not take the others by the
throat, or set fire to their houses.
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the earth is not subject to sudden and constant changes caused by the passions
and fickleness of people in groups.

But savage man, living scattered among the animals and finding himself
early on in a position to measure himself against them, soon makes a
comparison and, sensing that he surpasses them in dexterity more than they
surpass him in strength, he learns not to fear them any more. Set a bear or a
wolf to go against a robust savage, agile, courageous, as they all are, armed
with stones and a good stick, and you will observe that the danger will at the
very least be reciprocal, and that after several experiences like that, the wild
beasts, who do not like to attack each other, will have little desire to attack
man, whom they will have discovered is just as ferocious as they are. As for
animals which really do have more power than he has dexterity, where they
are concerned he is in the position of other weaker species, who nonetheless
continue to survive. But man does have an advantage—being no less able than
they are at running and finding an almost guaranteed refuge up in the trees, it
is always up to him whether he accepts or leaves the encounter, the choice of
flight or combat. Let us add that it does not seem that any animal naturally
wars against man, except in cases of its own defence or extreme hunger, nor
does it manifest those violent antipathies which appear to announce that one
species is destined by nature to serve as food for another.

These are undoubtedly the reasons why Negroes and savages are so little
concerned about the fierce beasts they may meet in the forests. In this respect
the Caribs of Venezuela, among others, live in the most profound security and
without the slightest inconvenience. Although they go around almost naked,
says Francisco Coreal, they expose themselves boldly in the forest, armed
only with bow and arrow, but nobody has every heard that any one of them
was eaten by animals.

The extreme inequality in the manner of living, the excessive idleness
among some people, excessive labour for others, the ease with which we
stimulate and satisfy our appetites and our sensuality, rich people’s overly
sophisticated food, poor people’s bad diets, which most of the time they even
have to go without, a lack which leads them to over-cram their stomachs
greedily when they have an opportunity, staying up all night, every sort of
excess, immoderate transports of all the passions, times of fatigue, mental
exhaustion, depressions, and the numberless sorrows which people feel in all
levels of society and which constantly wear away their souls—there you have
the fatal proofs that most of our troubles are our own work and that we would
have avoided almost all of them if we had kept to the simple, uniform, and
solitary way of life which nature had prescribed for us. If she destined us to be
healthy, I almost venture to affirm that the state of reflection is a condition

- contrary to nature and that the man who meditates is a depraved animal. When
one thinks about the good constitution of savages, at least of those whom we
have not ruined with our strong liquors, when one realizes that they know
hardly any sicknesses other than wounds and old age, one is very much led to
believe that one could easily produce the history of human illnesses by
following the history of civil societies. [...] : '

So let us be careful not to confuse savage man with the men whom we

have before our eyes. Nature treats all the animals left to her with a partiality
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which appears to demonstrate just how much she is jealous of this right. The
horse, cat, bull, and even the donkey for the most part have a greater height, a
more robust constitution, more energy, strength, and courage in the forests
than in our houses. They lose half of these advantages by being domesticated,
and one could say that all our care in treating these animals well and feeding
them only ends up degrading them. The same is true of man himself: by
becoming sociable and enslaved, he becomes weak, fearful, grovelling, and
his soft and effeminate way of life finishes up by enervating his power and his
courage, both at the same time. [.. ]

It is thus an incontestable point that love itself, like all the other passions,
only acquires in society that impetuous ardour which makes it so often fata] to
men, and it is all the more ridiculous to picture savages as continually killing
each other in order to satisfy their brutality, since this view is directly contrary
to experience, and since the Caribs, of all existing people the ones who, up to
this point, have strayed the least from the state of nature, are precisely the
most peaceful in their love and the least subject to jealousy, although they live
in a burning climate, which always seems to generate greater activity in these
passions. [...]

Second Part

The first man who, having enclosed off a piece of land, got the idea of
saying "This is mine" and found people simple enough to believe him was the
true founder of civil society. What crimes, what wars, what murders, what
miseries and horrors would someone have spared the human race who, pulling
out the stakes or filling in the ditch, had cried out to his fellows, "Stop
listening to this impostor. You are lost if you forget that the fruits belong to
everyone and the earth belongs to no one." It seems very likely that by that
time things had already come to the point where they could no longer continue
as they had been. For this idea of property, which depends on many previous
ideas which could only have arisen in succession, was not formed in the
human mind all of a sudden. A good deal of progress had to take place—
acquiring significant industry and enlightenment, transmitting and increasing
them from one age to the next—before arriving at this last stage in the state of
nature. So let us resume these matters further back in time and try to gather
under a single point of view this slow succession of events and knowledge, in
their most natural order. [...]

As soon as men had started mutually to appreciate one another and the
idea of respect was formed in their minds, each one claimed a right to it, and it
was no longer possible to fail to respect anyone with impunity. From that
emerged the first obligations for civility, even among savages, and from that
all voluntary wrong became an outrage, because as well as the harm resulting
from the injury, the offended party often considered the contempt for his
person more insupportable than the harm itself. And so, because each man
punished the contempt which had been shown to him in a manner proportional
to his own self-esteem, acts of vengeance became terrible, and men grew
bloody and cruel. That is precisely the stage reached by the majority of savage
people known to us. And because they have not sufficiently distinguished
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among ideas and observed how distant these savage people already were from
the first state of nature, several men have rushed to conclude that man is
naturally cruel and needs civilization to moderate him, whereas nothing is as
sweet as he is in his primitive condition, when, placed by nature at equal
distances from the stupidity of animals and the lethal enlightenment of civil
man and equally limited by instinct and reason to protecting himself from the
harm which threatens him, he is restrained by natural pity from doing harm to
anyone himself, since nothing gives him an inclination to do S0, not even after
he has been harmed. For, according the axiom of the wise Locke, where there
is no property there is no sense of injury.

But it is necessary to remark that society, once started, and the
relationships already established among men demanded in them different
qualities from those which they held from their primitive constitution. With
morality beginning to introduce itself into human actions and, before there
were laws, each man being the sole judge and avenger of the offences he had
received, the kindness suitable in the pure state of nature was no longer
something appropriate to emerging society. It was necessary that punishments
became more severe to the extent that opportunities to offend became more
frequent, and the terror of vengeance had to take the place of the restraining
power of laws. Thus, although men had developed less endurance and natural
pity had already suffered some change, because this period in the development
of human faculties held a clear middle position between the indolence of the
primitive state and the petulant activity of our self-love [amour propre], it
must have been the happiest and most durable epoch. The more one reflects
- on this, the more one finds that this state was ‘the least subject to revolutions
and the best for man and that he must have emerged from it by some fatal
chance which for the common good ought never to have happened. The
example of savages, which people have almost all found alike on this point,
confirms that the human race was made to rest in this state forever, that it is
the true youth of the world, and that all later progress has apparently been so
many steps towards the perfection of the individual but has, in fact, been
towards the decrepitude of the species.

As long as men were content with rustic huts, as long as they limited
themselves to stitching their clothes of skin with thorns or fish bones, to deck
themselves out with feathers and shells, to paint their bodies various colours,
to perfect or embellish their bows and arrows, to cut with sharp stones some
fishing canoes or some crude musical instruments—in a word, as long as they
did not occupy themselves except with tasks which one man could do by
himself and to arts which did not require the coordination of several hands,
they lived free, healthy, good, and happy lives, as much as their nature
enabled them to do so, and they continued to enjoy among themselves the
sweetness of independent interaction. But from the moment a man had need of -
- someone else’s help, from the time they noticed that it was useful for one man
alone to have provisions for two, equality disappeared, property was
introduced, work became necessary, and the vast forests were changed into
smiling fields, which had to be watered with men’s sweat and in which
slavery and misery were soon seen to germinate and grow along with the
Ccrops.
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apply itself to the art of agriculture. As soon as men were needed to melt and

. forge iron, other men had to feed them. The more the number of workers

increased, the less the number of hands used to provide their common
sustenance, without there being fewer mouths to consume it. And since some
of them had to have foodstuffs in exchange for their iron, the others finally
discovered the secret of using iron to increase the supply of staple goods.
From that was born, on the one hand, farming and agriculture and, on the

other, the art of working with metal and multiplying its uses.

‘From the cultivation of the land necessarily followed its division, and from
property, once it became recognized, the first rules of justice. For in order to
give each man what is his, it is necessary that each man can have something.
In addition, men began to direct their gaze into the future and, since all of
them saw that they had some goods to lose, there was no one who did not
have to fear personal retaliation for the wrongs which he could do to someone
else. This origin is all the more natural since it is impossible to conceive of the
idea of property emerging from anything other than manual labour. For one
cannot see what man can add over and above his own work in order to
appropriate things which he has not made. It is labour alone which, by giving
the farmer the right to the productions of the earth which he has worked on,
gives him as a consequence a right to what produced them, at least until the
harvest, and thus from year to year. Since that constitutes a continual
possession, it is easily transformed into property. [.. .

Before people invented the signs which represent riches, wealth could
scarcely have consisted of anything other than lands and animals, the only real
goods men could possess. Now, when inheritances had increased in number
and extent to the point of covering all the land and of creating boundaries for
everyone, some could no longer grow except at the expense of others, and the
superfluous ones left over, whom weakness or idleness had prevented from
acquiring an inheritance in their turn, became poor without having lost
anything, because, with everything changing around them, they alone had not
changed and so were obliged to receive or steal their sustenance from the
hands of the rich. From that began to emerge, according to the diverse
characters of the rich and poor, dominion and servitude, or violence and
plunder. The rich, for their part, had hardly learned about the pleasure of
dominating than they soon disdained all other pleasures, and, making use of
their old slaves to conquer new onmes, dreamed only of subjugating and
enslaving their neighbours, like those starving wolves who, having once tasted
human flesh, reject all other food and no longer want to eat anything but men.
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Voltaire to Rousseau

'a_.ob*

Pwoﬂmq v

30 August 1755

I have received, sir, your new book against the human species, and I
thank you for it. You will please people by your manner of telling them the
truth about themselves, but you ‘will not alter them. The horrors of that
human society--from which in our feebleness and ignorance we expect so
many consolations--have never been painted in more striking colours: no
one has ever been so witty as you are in trying to turn us into brutes: to read
your book makes one long to go on all fours. Since, however, it is now some
sixty years since I gave up the practice, I feel that it is unfortunately
impossible for me to resume it: 1 leave this natural habit to those more fit for
it than are you and I. Nor can I set sail to discover the aborigines of Canada,
in the first place because my ill-health ties me to the side of the greatest
doctor in Europe, and I should not find the same professional assistance
among the Missouris: and secondly because war is going on in that country,
and the example of the civilised nations has made the barbarians almost as
wicked as we are ourselves. I must confine myself to being a peaceful
savage in the retreat I have chosen. [...] '

M. Chappus tells me your health is very unsatisfactory: you must come
and recover here in your native place, enjoy its freedom, drink (with me) the
milk of its cows, and browse on its grass.

I am yours most philosophically and with sincere esteem.

Z)o%u'w
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| Voltaire (1694-1778)

LN
9 :@Az"‘*e* Candide (1759)

T
‘n_,p"'r; . Candide and his servant Cacambo are in South America. They have fled

.....

into the wilderness after Candide murdered a Jesuit priest who was also the
brother of Candide’s love Cunegonde.

Chapter 16

What Happened to Our Two Travellers with Two Girls,
Two Monkeys, and the Savages, Called Oreillons

The sun was now on the point of setting when the ears of our two wanderers
were assailed with cries which seemed to be uttered by a female voice. They
could not tell whether these were cries of grief or of joy; however, they
instantly started up, full of that inquietude and apprehension which a strange
place naturally inspires. The cries proceeded from two young women who
were tripping disrobed along the mead, while two monkeys followed close
at their heels biting at their limbs. Candide was touched with compassion; he
had learned to shoot while he was among the Bulgarians, and he could hit a
filbert in a hedge without touching a leaf. Accordingly he took up his
double-barrelled Spanish gun, pulled the trigger, and laid the two monkeys
lifeless on the ground.

"God be praised, my dear Cacambo, I have rescued two poor girls from
a most perilous situation; if I have committed a sin in killing an Inquisitor
and a Jesuit, I have made ample amends by saving the lives of these two
distressed damsels. Who knows but they may be young ladies of a good
family, and that the assistance I have been so happy to give them may
procure us great advantage in this country?"
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He was about to continue when he felt himself struck speechless at
seeing the two girls embracing the dead bodies of the monkeys in the
tenderest manner, bathing their wounds with their tears, and rending the air
with the most doleful lamentations.

"Really," said he to Cacambo, "I should not have expected to see such a
prodigious share of good nature."

"Master," replied the knowing valet, "you have made a precious piece of
work of it; do you know that you have killed the lovers of these two ladies?"

"Their lovers! Cacambo, you are jesting! It cannot be! I can never
believe it." ' :

"Dear sir," replied Cacambo, "you are surprised at everything. Why
should you think it so strange that there should be a country where monkeys
insinuate themselves into the good graces of the ladies? They are the fourth
part of a man as I am the fourth part of a Spaniard."

"Alas!" replied Candide, "I remember to have heard my master Pangloss
say that such accidents as these frequently came to pass in former times, and
that these commixtures are productive of centaurs, fauns, and satyrs; and
that many of the ancients had seen such monsters; but I looked upon the
whole as fabulous." '

"Now you are convinced," said Cacambo, "that it is very true, and you
see what use is made of those creatures by persons who have not had a
proper education; all I am afraid of is that these same ladies may play us
some ugly trick." : :

These judicious reflections operated so far on Candide as to make him
quit the meadow and strike into a thicket. There he and Cacambo supped,
and after heartily cursing the Grand Inquisitor, the Governor of Buenos
Ayres, and the Baron, they fell asleep on the ground. When they awoke they
were surprised to find that they could not move; the reason was that the
Oreillons who inhabit that country, and to whom the ladies had given
information of these two strangers, had bound them with cords made of the
bark of trees. They saw themselves surrounded by fifty naked Oreillons
armed with bows and arrows, clubs, and hatchets of flint; some were making
a fire under a large cauldron; and others were preparing spits, crying out one
and all, "A Jesuit! a Jesuit! we shall be revenged; we shall have excellent
cheer; let us eat this Jesuit; let us eat him up."

"I told you, master," cried Cacambo, mournfully, "that these two
' wenches would play us some scurvy trick." ‘

Candide, seeing the cauldron and the spits, cried out, "I suppose they are
going either to boil or roast us. Ah! what would Pangloss say if he were to
see how pure nature is formed? Everything is right; it may be so; but I must
confess it is something hard to be bereft of dear Miss Cunegonde, and to be
spitted like a rabbit by these barbarous Oreillons."
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Cacambo, who never lost his presence of mind in distress, said to the
disconsolate Candide, "Do not despair; I understand a little of the jargon of
these people; I will speak to them."

"Ay, pray do," said Candide, "and be sure you make them sensible of the
horrid barbarity of boiling and roasting human creatures, and how little of
Christianity there is in such practices."

"Gentlemen," said Cacambo, "you think perhaps you are going to feast
upon a Jesuit; if so, it is mighty well; nothing can be more agreeable to
justice than thus to treat your enemies. Indeed the law of nature teaches us to
kill our neighbour, and accordingly we find this practiced all over the world;
and if we do not indulge ourselves in eating human flesh, it is because we
have much better fare; but for your parts, who have not such resources as
we, it is certainly much better judged to feast upon your enemies than to
throw their bodies to the fowls of the air; and thus lose all the fruits of your
victory.

"But surely, gentlemen, you would not choose to eat your friends. You
iragine you are going to roast a Jesuit, whereas my master is your friend,
your defender, and you are going to spit the very man who has been
destroying your enemies; as to myself, I am your countryman; this
gentleman is my master, and so far from being a J esuit, give me leave to tell
you he has very lately killed one of that order, whose spoils he now wears,
and which have probably occasioned your mistake. To convince you of the
truth of what I say, take the habit he has on and carry it-to the first barrier of
the Jesuits' kingdom, and inquire whether my master did not kill one of their
officers. There will be little or no time lost by this, and you may still reserve
our bodies in your power to feast on if you should find what we have told
you to be false. But, on the contrary, if you find it to be true, I am persuaded
you are too well acquainted with the principles of the laws of society,
humanity, and justice, not to use us courteously, and suffer us to depart
unhurt."

This speech appeared very reasonable to the Oreillons; they deputed two
of their people with all expedition to inquire into the truth of this affair, who
acquitted themselves of their commission like men of sense, and soon
returned with good tidings for our distressed adventurers. Upon this they
were loosed, and those who were so lately going to roast and boil them now
showed them all sorts of civilities, offered them girls, gave them
refreshments, and reconducted them to the confines of their country, crying
before them all the way, in token of joy, "He is no Jesuit! he is no Jesuit!"

Candide could not help admiring the cause of his deliverance. "What
men! what manners!" cried he. "If T had not fortunately run my sword up to
the hilt in the body of Miss Cunegonde's brother, I should have certainly
been eaten alive. But, after all, pure nature is an excellent thing; since these
people, instead of eating me, showed me a thousand civilities as soon as
they knew was not a Jesuit."
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The Noble Savage: Montaigne's OF Cannibals — ARTS Discussion Week 3

Please divide into groups and discuss the third and fourth paragraph of Montaigne’s essay
Of Cannibals (pp. 14-15 in your course reader, 77-78 original), considering some of the ‘
following questions:

» How does Montaigne distinguish between indigenous Brazilians and his own
nationals the French? What. generalizations does he make about each society?

» Can you draw up a list of adjectives used by Montaigne which contrast
attributes of people unchanged by nature (‘barbarians’) with those of people who
have changed things (Europeans)?—

> What would such a comparison look like if applied to the two worlds in
Avatar?

» Can you identify any stylistic techniques employed by Montaigne in this
passage?
a. Style includes such elements as Language, Syntax, Imagery and Structure. Look
those terms up now.

> How is nature depicted as a force in this passage? Is Montaigne’s view of
nature positive or negative? :

> Consider Montaigne’s appeal to abstract concepts such as ‘truth,’ ‘reason,’ and
‘art’. Does he view these concepts as superior or inferior to nature?

> Whatis the effect of Montaigne's appeal to Lycurgus and Plato?
» How do the indigenous Brazilians surpass ‘the very desire of philosophy?’

» Consider Montaigne’s comparison of the lives of the indigenous Brazilians to
‘the pictures in which poets have idealized the golden age.” What does this reveal
about the way Western minds idealize other cultures?

» What is Montaigne’s goal in writing this text? Does he want to go to the New
World and live in the same authentic, healthy, natural way as do the indigenous
Brazilians (if transferred to Avatar, would he want to become a Na'vi)? Why/why
not?

Note down the answers of your team
Be ready to share your team’s findings with the class .
Everyone: Note down ideas from every presenter/speaker
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Page 1

Reading Log Date.

The reading, the theory or the context: (you could put the reference list citation here)

The message (and where it fits in the big picture)

How would this work in practice?

What you like: (and why)

Your concerns:

Your questions:
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Reading Log—deeper level reflections

I recognise the following worldviews in this reading.

Connection/s to other readings / lectures on this topic

As a result of this reflection | have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject | have kept (because...)

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways:
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Page 3
Reading Log—essay notes
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Page 4

LOLLEEE86EL5E880L568684686880
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The message (and where it its n the big picture)

How would this work in practice?

What you like: (and why)

Your concerns:

Your questions:
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: 'Co'nne‘cﬁon/s to pthér readings / lectures on thvis topic

As a result of this reflection | have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject | have kept (because...)

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways:
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http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/11/chinua-achebe-google-honours-today-
171116065724595.html

Chinua Achebe: Why Google honours him today

17/11/2017 Al Jazeera News Agency

Widely considered as Africa's greatest storyteller, Chinua Achebe would have been 87 on
Thursday.

In his honour, Google is changing its logo to a doodle, or illustration, portraying him. This is
his story:

African novelist

o Nigeria's storytelling tradition. Born in Ogidi in 1930 to an Igbo family, Chinua
was the studious son of an evangelical priest. He grew up listening to stories narrated
in his community.

e Inlove with the library, Chinua completed English studies at the University of Ibadan
in four years instead of the standard five.

e In 1961, he worked for the Nigerian Broadcasting Corporation and married Christie
Okoli. They had four children together.

o European interpretation of African culture. To give African children better quality
books, he co-founded in 1967 Citadel Press with renowned writer Christopher Okigho
to publish children's books.

e A voracious reader, Achebe was disappointed by non-African authors' ignorance
about the continent and its people.

« Biafran independence. When the region of Biafra broke away in 1967, Achebe
became a strong Biafran supporter. He later dabbled in political activism.

e On the desperate conditions suffered by Biafran refugees, Achebe wrote the following
rhymes in "Refugee Mother and Child":

Of unwashed children with washed-out ribs
And dried-up bottoms waddling in labored steps,
Behind blown-empty bellies. Other mothers there

Had long ceased to care, but not this one

o Frustrated by corruption in Nigeria, Chinua emigrated to the United States in 1969 as
a university lecturer. He returned to Nigeria in 1976 and worked as a professor of
English.

e Car accident. In 1990 Achebe was in a crash in Nigeria that left him paralysed and in
a wheelchair. In the same year, he moved to the US and taught at Bard College for 15
years.

e In 2009, Achebe joined Brown University as a professor of African Studies.

e Chinua died in Boston on March 21, 2013, at the age of 82.
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“I thought that Christianity was very a good and a very valuable thing for us. But after a
while, | began to feel that the story that | was told about this religion wasn’t perhaps
completely whole, that something was left out. “ Chinua Achebe

Things Fall Apart

o Clash of civilisations. As a Nigerian novelist, Achebe portrayed the social
disorientation that resulted from Western colonisation of Africa.

e In 1958, he published his first and most widely read novel, Things Fall Apart. The
novel portrays the clash of cultures that took place when Christian missionaries and
Western colonials encountered traditional African societies in the 19th century.

e The novel follows the life of Okonkwo, an Ibo leader and local wrestling champion.
He is exiled and upon his return, finds his community has submitted to the influence
of Western colonisers. Realising how much his life and his village have worsened, he
hangs himself.

e "The world has no end, and what is good among one people is an abomination with
others,” writes Achebe.

e 100 best English novels. In 2005, Time magazine listed Things Fall Apart in its list
of the 100 Best English-language Novels from 1923 to 2005.

e Things Fall Apart is still one of the most read books in modern African literature. The
novel sold over 12 million copies and was translated into more than 50 languages.

e The book was followed by a sequel, No Longer at Ease, originally written as the
second part of a larger work along with Arrow of God.

“A child cannot pay for its mother's milk” Chinua Achebe, in his book Things Fall Apart

Recognition

e 30 honorary degrees. Acknowledged as the father of modern African
literature, Chinua was awarded 30 honorary degrees from universities around the
world.

e Achebe also won many literary awards, from the inaugural Nigerian National Merit
Award in 1979 to the Man Booker International Prize for Fiction in 2007.

e He won The Dorothy and Lillian Gish Prize in 2010. The annual prize is given to "a
man or woman who has made an outstanding contribution to the beauty of the world
and to mankind’s enjoyment and understanding of life",

o Praised by Mandela. South Africa’s anti-apartheid revolutionary leader Nelson
Mandela called him a writer "in whose company the prison walls fell down™.

e The current president of South Africa Jacob Zuma has described him as a "colossus of
African writing".

e Literary critics have compared Achebe's eminence worldwide to Gabriel Garcia
Marquez, Toni Morrison and a handful of other writers.
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The Secret Sharer - Glossary

a bark of the dead floating in slowly under the very gate of Erebus a
boat leading departed souls to Erebus, the dark place under the earth where the
dead pass before entering Hades, according to Greek mythology.

beyond my ken beyond my range of knowledge.

Binnacle the upright, cylindrical stand holding a ship's compass, usually located
near the helm.

bo's'n phonetic spelling of "boatswain,” a ship's warrant officer or petty officer in
charge of the deck crew, the rigging, anchors, boats, and so on.

Bullock a young bull.

Cain in the Bible, the oldest son of Adam and Eve; he killed his brother Abel.
Cambodge Cambodian.

campstool a lightweight, folding stool.

Cardiff seaport in Southeast Wales, on the Bristol Channel; capital of Wales and
county seat of South Glamorgan.

" Cochin-China historic region and former French colony in Southeast Indochina;

the southern part of Vietnam.
Conway boy sailor who trained on the British battleship Conway.

Cuddy the cook's galley on a small ship.

foreyards the lowest yards on the foremast (the mast nearest the bow, or front, of

a ship), from which the foresail is set. (A "yard" is a selnder rod or spar, tapering
toward the ends and fastened at right angles across a mast to support a sail.)

gimbals a pair of rings pivoted on axes at right angles to each other so that one is
free to swing within the other; a ship's compass, will remain horizontal at all times
when suspended in gimbals.

Gulf of Siam "Siam" is the old name of Thailand; the Gulf of Siam is the arm of the

South China Sea, between the Malay and Indochinese peninsulas.

Halter hangman's noose.

Java Head the westernmost point of Java, a large island of Indonesia, southeast of
Sumatra.

Koh-ring the prefix "Koh" connotes an island; the island of Koh-ring is Conrad's
creation.

malnyard the lowest yard on the mainmast (the principal mast of a vessel),from
which the mainsail is set. (A "yard" is a slender rod or spar, tapering toward the ends
and fastened at right angles across a mast to support a sail.)

Malay Archipelago large group of islands between Southeast Asia and Australia,

including Indonesia, the Philippines, and sometimes New Guinea.
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Mizzen the mast that is third from the bow of a ship with three or more masts. (The
"bow" is the front part of a ship.)

Norfolk county of East England, on the North Sea. |

the poop on sailing ships, a raised deck at the stern, sometimes forming the roof
of a cabin.

Ratlines any of the small, relatively thin pieces of tarred rope that join the shrouds

of a ship and serve as the steps of a ladder for climbing the rigging. "Shrouds" are
sets of ropes or wires stretched from a ship's side to a masthead to offset lateral

strain on the mast.
"She's round” the ship has passed around the land and is clear of danger.

Square the yards by lifts and braces nautical command meaning, "Sail directly

before the wind." "Yards" are slender rods or spars, tapering toward the ends and
fastened at right angles across a mast to support a sail; "braces" are ropes passed
through blocks at the ends of yards, used to swing the yard about from the deck.

Sunda Straits straits running between a group of islands in the Malay Archipelago,
consisting of two smaller groups; Greater Sunda Islands (Sumatra, Java, Borneo,
Sulawesi, and small nearby islands) and Lesser Sunda Islands (Bali and islands
stretching east through Timor).

taffrail the rail around the stern of a ship. (The "stern" is the back end of a ship.)

that unplayful cub the second mate; a "cub" is an inexperienced, awkward youth.

What does the Bible say? 'Driven from the face of the earth.' in the story
of Cain and Abel, Cain complains he will be "driven from the face of the earth" for
the murder of his brother.
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Page 1

Reading Log Date.

The reading, the theory or the context: (you could put the reference list citation here)

The message (and where it fits in the big picture)

How would this work in practice?

What you like: (and why)

Your concerns:

Your questions:
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Reading Log—deeper level reflections

I recognise the following worldviews in this reading.

Connection/s to other readings / lectures on this topic

As a result of this reflection | have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject | have kept (because...)

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways:
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Page 3
Reading Log—essay notes
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“Wade in the Water” a Negro Spiritual

 Wade in the water |
Wade in the water, children,
Wade in the water
 God's a-going to trouble the water

See that host all dressed in white
God's a-going to trouble the water
The leader looks like the Israelite
God's a-going to trouble the water

See that band all dressed in red
God's a-going to trouble the water
Looks like the band that Moses led
God's a-going to trouble the water

Look over yonder, what do you see?
God's a-going to trouble the water
The Holy Ghost a-coming on me
God's a-going to trouble the water

If you don't believe I've been redeemed
God's a-going to trouble the water
Just follow me down to the Jordan's stream
God's a-going to trouble the water |

*\/'\'rs'\ ?\Ap\;;\'d n New ':S\AL(‘-QQ Sowbs as SUMD 19\7 ")‘\;\exfs\Q:B‘AL}\EQ
sinps ({161) by John Weley Work L sk Trederide gk
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#1f we must die” Claude McKay

If we must die, let it not be like hogs
Hunted and penned |n an inglorious spot,
Jhile round us ark the mad and’ hungry dogs,

Maklng thelr mock at out aceursed Iot

If we must die, © O fet us nobly die,
‘ may not be shed

So that our precious bloo:

In vain; then-even . 3 ae
Shall be constralned to henor us though d‘e-a'd.!

O O kinsrnen! we must meet the common foe!
Though far out'numbered fet us show us brave,
And for -th-elr thousand blows dea; onie death-Blow!
What though before us lies the open grave?

Like men we'll face the murderous, cowardly pack,

Pressed to the wall, dymg, but fighting b back| L
"? b\ s\uzéu 7e LLQ%JZ»— SuMMQY OF \‘“1 (T‘r\a R,_A 3“,,..,““;

“Harlem” Lowsyton “\Mg“é (\‘\5\3

What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up ‘ like a syrupy sweet?
like a raisin in the sun?
- Or fester like a sore— Maybe it just sags
* And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?

like a heavy load.

Or crust and sugar over— . Ordoesit explode?

oy
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1891

LANGSTON HUGHES
1902-1967

Langston Hughes was the most popular and versatile of the many writers connected
with the Harlem Renaissance.’ Along with Zora Neale Hurston, and in contrast to
Jean Toomer and Countee Cullen (who wanted to work with purely literary pat terns,
whether traditional or experimental), he wanted to capture the dominant oral and
improvisatory traditions of black culture in written form. '

Hughes was born in Joplin, Missouri; and in childhood, since his parents were
separated, he lived mainly with his maternal grandmother in Lawrence, Kansas. He
did, however, reside intermittently both with his mother in Detroit and Clevesland,
where he finished high school and began to write poetry, and with his father, who,
disgusted with American racism, had gone to Mexico. Like other poets in this era—
“T. S. Eliot, Hart Crane, Edgar Lee Masters, and Robert Frost—Hughes had am other
sympathetic to his poetic ambitions and a businesslike father with whom he was in
deep, scarring conflict.

Hughes entered Columbia University in 1920 but left after a year. Traveling and
drifting, he shipped out as a merchant seaman and worked at a nightclub in Paris
(France) and as a busboy in Washington, D.C. All this time he was writing and
publishing poetry, chiefly in the two important African American periodicals Oppor-
tunity and the Crisis. Eleven of Hughes's poems were published in Alain Locke’s
pioneering anthology, The New Negro (1925), and he was also well represented in
Countee Cullen’s 1927 anthology, Caroling Dusk. Carl Van Vechten, one of the white
patrons of African American writing, helped get The Weary Blues, Hughes's first vol-
ume of poems, published in 1926. It was in this year, too, that his important essay
“The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain” appeared in the Nation; in that essay
Hughes described the immense difficulties in store for the serious black artist “who
would produce a racial art” but insisted on the need for courageous artists to make
the attempt. Other patrons appeared: Amy Spingarn financed his college education
at Lincoln University (Pennsylvania) and Charlotte Mason subsidized him in New
York City between 1928 and 1930. The publication of his novel Not without Laughter
in 1930 solidified his reputation and sales, enabling him to support himself. By the
1930s he was being called “the bard of Harlem.”

The Great Depression brought an abrupt end to much African American literary
activity, but Hughes was already a public figure. In the activist 1930s he was much
absorbed in radical politics. Hughes and other blacks were drawn by the American
Communist Party, which made racial justice an important plank in its platform,
promoting an image of working-class solidarity that nullified racial boundaries. He
visited the Soviet Union in-1932 and produced a significant amount of radical writ-
ing up to the eve of World War II. He covered the Spanish civil war for the Balti-
more Afro-American in 1937. By the end of the decade he had also been involved
in drama and screenplay writing and had begun an autobiography, all the while
publishing poetry. In 1943 he invented the folksy, streetwise character Jesse B.
Semple, whose commonsense prose monologues on race were eventually collected
in four volumes; in 1949 he created Alberta K. Johnson, Semple’s female equiva-
lent.

In the 1950s and 1960s Hughes published a variety of anthologies for children and
adults, including First Book of Negroes (1952), The First Book of Jazz (1955), and The
Book of Negro Folklore (1958). In 1953 he was called to testify before Senator Joseph

- McCarthy's committee on subversive activities in connection with his 1930s radical-
ism. The FBI listed him as a security risk until 1959; and during these years, when
he could not travel outside the United States because he would not have been allowed
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to reenter the country, Hughes worked to rehabilitate his reputation as a good Ame r-
ican by producing patriotic poetry. From 1960 to the end of his life he was again o
the international circuit. :

Like other Harlem Renaissance writers (many of whom were not Harlemites),
Hughes faced many difficulties in writing a self-proclaimed “Negro” poetry. Could or
should any individual speak for an entire “race”? If he or she tried to, wouldn't that
speech tend to homogenize and stereotype a diverse people? Harlem poets, aware that
the audience for their poetry was almost all white, had to consider whether a partic-
ular image of black people would help or harm the cause. To the extent that they felt
compelled to idealize black folk, their work risked lapsing into racist primitivisrm,
African American writers questioned, too, whether their work should emphasize their
similarities to or differences from whites. Different writers arrived at different
answers, and there was much debate within the movement. Hughes's solution to these
problems was to turn from the rural black population toward the city. The shift to
the contemporary urban context freed Hughes from the concerns over primitivisrm;
he could be a realist and modernist. He could use stanza forms deriving from blues
music and adapt the vocabulary of everyday black speech to poetry without affirming
stereotypes. And he could insist that whatever the differences between black and
white Americans, all Americans were equally entitled to liberty, justice, and oppor-
tunity.

The source of the poems printed here is Collected Poems (1994).

The Negro Speaks of Rivers

I've known rivers:
I've known rivers ancient as the world and older than the
flow of human blood in human veins.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers.

I bathed in the Euphrates when dawns were young,.
1 built my hut near the Congo and it lulled me to sleep. 5
I looked upon the Nile and raised the pyramids above it.
I heard the singing of the Mississippi when Abe Lincoln
went down to New Orleans, and I've seen its
muddy bosom turn all golden in the sunset
I've known rivers:
Ancient, dusky rivers.

My soul has grown deep like the rivers. ' , .10
1921, 1926
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Mother to Son

Well, son, I'll tell you:
Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.
It's had tacks in it,
And splinters,
And boards torn up,
And places with no carpet on the floor—
Bare.
But all the time
I'se been a-climbin’ on,
And reachin’ landin's,
. And turnin’ corners, .
And sometimes goin’ in the dark
Where there ain’t been no light.
So boy, don't you turn back.
Don'’t you set down on the steps
'Cause you finds it's kinder hard.
Don’t you fall now—
For I'se still goin’, honey,
I'se still climbin’, :
And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.

The Weary Blues

Droning a drowsy syncopated tune,
Rocking back and forth to a mellow croon,
I heard a Negro play. -
Down on Lenox Avenue the other night
By the pale dull pallor of an old gas light
" He did a lazy sway. . . .
He did a lazy sway. . . .
To the tune o those Weary Blues.
With his ebony hands on each ivory key.

‘He made that poor piano moan with melody..

O Blues!
Swaying to and fro on his rickety stool

He played that sad raggy tune like a musical fool.

Sweet Blues!
Coming from a black man’s soul.
. O Blues!

" In a deep song voice with a melancholy tone
I heard that Negro sing, that old piano moan—

“Ain’t got nobody in all this world,
- Ain't got nobody but ma self.

I's gwine to quit ma frownin’

And put ma troubles on de shelf.”
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Thump, thump, thump, went his foot on the floor.
He played a few chords then he sang some more—
“I got de Weary Blues
And I can't be satisfied.
Got de Weary Blues
And can’t be satisfied—
I ain't happy no mo’
And I wish that [ had died.”
And far into the night he crooned that tune.
The stars went out and so did the moon.
The singer stopped playing and went to bed.
While the Weary Blues echoes through his head
He slent like a rock or a man that's dead.

I, Too
1, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,

But I laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.

Tomorrow,

I'll sit at the table
When company comes.
Nobody'll dare

Say to me,

“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.

Besides,
They'll see how beautiful 1 am
And be ashamed—

I, too, am America.

_108_
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1914 / CouNTEE CULLEN

Yet Do 1 Marvel

I doubt not God is good, well-meaning, kind,
And did He stoop to quibble could tell why

. The little buried mole continues blind,
Why flesh that mirrors Him must some day die,
Make plain the reason tortured Tantalus
Is baited by the fickle fruit, declare
If merely brute caprice dooms Sisyphus'’
To struggle up a never-ending stair.
Inscrutable His ways are, and immune
To catechism by a mind too strewn 10
With petty cares to slightly understand |
What awful brain compels His awful hand.
Yet do I marvel at this curious thing:
To make a poet black, and bid him sing!

(¥}

1925 -
1. Tantalus and Sisyphus are figures in Greek snatched away. Sisyph
yphu : 5 y. Sisyphus had to roll a heavy st
mythology who were punished in Hades. Tantalus to the top of a hill and, after it rolled bzz‘l?dso?vr;s

was offered food and water that was then instantly repeat the ordeal perpetually.

HeriTAGE / 1915

Incident

Once riding in old Baltimore,
Heart-filled, head-filled with glee,
I saw a Baltiinorean
Keep looking straight at me.

el

Now I was eight and very small,
And he was no whit bigger,
And so I smiled, but he poked out
His tongue, and called me, “Nigger.”

I saw the whole of Baltimore

From May until December; ' 10
Of all the things that happened there :

That's all that 1 remember.

1925
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Heritage

What is Africa to me:

Copper sun or scarlet sea,

Jungle star or jungle track,

Strong bronzed men, or regal black
Women from whose loins I sprang
When the birds of Eden sang?

One three centuries removed

From the scenes his fathers loved,
Spicy grove, cinnamon tree,

What is Africa to me?

So I lie, who all day long

Want no sound except the song

Sung by wild barbaric birds

Goading massive jungle herds,
Juggernauts' of flesh that pass
Trampling tall defiant grass

Where young forest lovers lie, .
Plighting troth beneath the sky.

So I lie, who always hear,

Though I cram against my ear

Both my thumbs, and keep them there,
Great drums throbbing through the air.
So 1 lie, whose fount of pride,

Dear distress, and joy allied,

Is my somber flesh and skin, '
With the dark blood dammed within
Like great pulsing tides of wine
That, I fear, must burst the fine
Channels of the chafing net

Where they surge and foam and fret.

19 15

15

20

19
wr

30

1. The juggernaut is a sacred Hindu idol dragged demanding blind sacrifice, here spliced with the
on a huge car in the path of which devotees were image of elephants.
believed to throw themselves—hence any power
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Africa? A book one thurmbs

Listlessly, till slumber comes.

Unremembered are her bats

Circling through the night, her cats _
Crouching in the river reeds, 35
Stalking gentle flesh that feeds

By the river brink; no more

Does the bugle-throated roar

Cry that monarch claws have leapt

From the scabbards where they slept. 40
Silver snakes that once a year

Doff the lovely coats you wear,

Seek no covert in your fear

Lest a mortal eye should see;

What's your nakedness to me? 45
Here no leprous flowers rear :
Fierce corollas? in the air;

Here no bodies sleek and wet,

Dripping mingled rain and sweat,

Tread the savage measures of 50
Jungle boys and girls in love. ' '
What is last year’s snow to me,*

Last year’s anything? The tree

Budding yearly must forget

How its past arose or set— 55
Bough and blossom, flower, fruit,

Even what shy bird with mute

Wonder at her travail there,

Meekly labored in its hair.

One.three centuries removed 60
From the scenes his fathers loved,

Spicy grove, cinnamon tree,

What is Africa to me?

So I lie, who find no peace -
Night or day, no slight release 65

From the unremittant beat

Made by cruel padded feet

'Walking through my body’s street.

Up and down they go, and back, - .
Treading out a jungle track. 70
So I lie, who never quite

2. The whorl of petals forming the inner envelope

of a flower.
3. An echo of the lament “Where are the snows of

yesteryear?” from the poem "Grand Testament" by
the 15th-century French poet Frangois Villon.
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Safely sleep from rain at night—

I can never rest at all '
When the rain begins to fall;

Like a soul gone mad with pain

I must match its weird refrain;
Ever must I twist and squirm,
Writhing like a baited worm,
While its primal measures drip
Through my body, crying, “Strip! 80
Doff this new exuberance. ,
Come and dance the Lover’s Dance!”

In an old remembered way

Rain works on me night and day.

~1
¥]]

Quaint, outlandish heathen gods 85
Black men fashion out of rods,

Clay, and brittle bits of stone,

In a likeness like their own,

My conversion came high-priced;

I belong to Jesus Christ, : 90
Preacher of humility;

Heathen gods are naught to me.

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
-So I make an idle boast; - :

Jesus of the twice-turned cheek* 95
Lamb of God, although I speak

With my mouth thus, in my heart

Do I play a double part.

Ever at Thy glowing altar

Must my heart grow sick and falter, 100
Wishing He I served were black,

Thinking then it would not lack

Precedent of pain to guide it,

Let who would or might deride it; o
Surely then this flesh would know 105
Yours had borne a kindred woe.

Lord, I fashion dark gods, too,

Daring even to give You

Dark despairing features where,

Crowned with dark rebellious hair, 110
Patience wavers just so much as

Mortal grief compels, while touches
. Quick and hot, of anger, rise

To smitten cheek and weary eyes.

Lord, forgive me if my need 115
Sometimes shapes a human creed.

All day long and all night through,

One thing only must I do:

4. In his Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5.39), Jesus declared that when struck on one cheek, oné should
turn the other cheek rather than strike back.
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‘ Quench my pride and cool nzy blood, -
r Lest I perish in the flood.
" Lest a hidden ember set
v Timber that I thought was wet
a Burning like the dryest flax,
Melting like the merest wax,
Lest the grave restore its dead.
- Not yet has my heart or head
In the least way realized
They and I are civilized.

From the Dark Tower

( We shall not always plant while others reap
The golden increment of bursting fruit,
Not always countenance, abject and mute,
{ That lesser men should hold their brothers cheap;
Not everlastingly while others sleep
Shall we beguile their limbs with mellow flute,
[ Not always bend to some more subtle brute;
We were not made eternally to weep.

{ The night whose sable breast relieves the stark
White stars is no less lovely being dark,

And there are buds that cannot bloom at all

{ In light, but crumple, piteous, and fall;
So in the dark we hide the heart that bleeds,
And wait, and tend our agonizing seeds.
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Uncle Jim

“White folks is white,” says uncle Jim;
"A platitude,” 1 sneer;

And then I tell him so is milk,

And the froth upon his beer.

His heart walled up with bitterness,
He smokes his pungent pipe,

And nods at me as if to say,

“Young fool, you'll soon be ripe!”

I have a friend who eats his heart
Away with grief of mine, o 10

Who drinks my joy as tipplers drain
Deep goblets filled with wine.

I wonder why here at his side,

Face-in-the-grass with him,

My mind should stray the Grecian urn! 5
To muse on uncle Jim.

1927

1. An allusion to "Ode on o Grecian Urn" by the British Romantic poet John Keats (1795-1821). Cullen
wus particularly fond of the poetry of Keats.
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Song for a Dark Girl

Way Down South in Dixie'
(Break the heart of me)
They hung my black young lover

To a cross roads tree.

Way Down South in Dixie
(Bruised body high in air)

I asked the white Lord Jesus
What was the use of prayer.

Way Down South in Dixie
(Break the heart of me)
Love is a naked shadow
On a gnarled and naked tree.

vt

1927

1. Last line of "Dixié," the popular minstrel song, probably composed by Daniel D. Emmett (181 5-1904).

VISITORS TO THE BLACK BELT / 1899

Visitors to the Black Belt

You can talk about

Across the railroad tracks—
To me it's here

On this side of the tracks.

You can talk about
Up in Harlem—
To me it's here

In Harlem.

You can say

Jazz on the South Side—
"To me it's hell '
On the South Side:

Kitchenettes .
With no heat
And garbage
In the halls.

Who're you, outsider?

Ask me who am 1.
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CounTEE CULLEN / 191 3

COUNTEE CULLEN
1903-1946

The African American artists associated with the Harlem Renaissance faced difficult
problems as they attempted to enunciate a collective identity for themselves and their
people. Should they demonstrate excellence by working within traditional art for ms,
or should they develop new forms specifically derived from black experience? Shoauld
they write (or paint, or sing) only about their experiences as black people, or should
they write like Americans, or about universal issues? If the answer was always to wrrite

as blacks, could it be maintained that there was just one black experience common
to all African Americans? Countee Cullen, a black middle-class New Yorker, excperi-
enced these issues in a particularly divisive fashion: he wanted to be a traditional poet
but felt it his duty to articulate a black experience that was not entirely his own.
He was the adopted son of a Methodist minister and enjoyed a secure, comfor table
childhood. He attended New York public schools, and traveled to Europe. He earned
a Phi Beta Kappa key at New York University, where he received his B.A. in 1 925;
he took an M.A. at Harvard in '1926. He returned to New York as a public-schoo]
teacher. His first book of poems, Color, appeared in 1925, when he was only twenty-
two. His youth, his technical proficiency, and the themes of the poems—truth, |
beauty, and goodness, in the world of time and circumstance—established him a s the
“black Keats,” a prodigy. o S : S
Cullen’s anthology of black poetry, Caroling Dusk (1927), was an important doc- l
ument for Harlem Renaissance poets. He prefaced his selection with the assertion
that the traditional forms of English poetry, not transcriptions of black dialects or
militant manifestos, were the proper tools of the artist. In this idea he went counter t
to the practices of such other Harlem writers as Zora Neale Hurston and Langston
Hughes; he wanted to be a poet as he understood poets to be. Nevertheless, the titles .
of his books—Color as well as Copper Sun in 1927 and The Ballad of the Brown Girl ' I
in 1928—showed that, like Claude McKay and Jean Toomer, he felt a responsibility
to write about being black even if he did so in modes alien to black folk traditions.
Cullen won a Guggenheim fellowship to complete The Black Christ in 1929 and !
published a novel, One Way to Heaven, in 1932. He succeeded in his aim of becorning
a literary man recognized for his skill as a traditional artist; it is an important part of
his achievement that in an era when American society was far more racially segregated [
than it is now he worked to bring black themes to the awareness of white readers who
admired him because he worked with poetic modes that they found familiar. :
The text of “From the Dark Tower” is that of Copper Sun (1927); the text of the
- other poems included here is that of Color (1925). - I
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Reading Log Date.

The reading, the theory or the context: (you could put the reference list citation here)

The message (and where it fits in the big picture)

How would this work in practice?

What you like: (and why)

Your concerns:

Your questions:
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Reading Log—deeper level reflections

I recognise the following worldviews in this reading.

Connection/s to other readings / lectures on this topic

As a result of this reflection | have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject | have kept (because...)

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways:
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Reading Log—essay notes
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WEST AND EAST:
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West aild East:
Fantasy and
Appropriation

The Exotic Orient

The image of the Orient which set the Occident dreamingin the
nineteenth century...is highly coloured, shimmering, this Orient of
arabesques, of costumes and the richness of forms being eclipsedby a
much more modern world.’ (Brahim Alaoui, 1987)

“Tis a wonderful land this Egypt; I’ve been time after time through the
slipper, brass and bronze, jewellery, perfume, silks, ring, curio
bazaars...All the orientals are here...’ (Arthur Streeton, 1897)

‘One entered into a vestibule paved with marble...From there one
proceeded to aroom surrounded by sofas. ..Around this bed there
burned, in golden censers, the most agreeable aromatics of the East, and
here several women devoted to this purpose awaited the sultana’s exit
from the bath to dry her beautiful body and rub it with the sweetest oils;
and it was here that she subsequently took voluptuous relaxation.’ (Lady
Mary Wortley Montagu, 1838) '
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A Western Construct

Negative Construct:

Edward Said, Orientalism,
1978

Linda Nochlin, Orientalist
Art, 1983

Tyranny, cruelty
Laziness

Lust

Technical backwardness
Languid fatalism
Cultural decadence

Positive Construct:

+ John MacKenzie,
' QOrientalism, 1995

- Chivalry

- Rich Textiles

. Religious Ritual
. Repose and Reflection
- Sexual Freedom |

: Rana Kabbani, Europe*
i Myths of Orient, 1986:
Female Subjugation

..............................................................

Eugene
Delacroix,
Arab
Horseman
Attacked
by a Lion,
1850

H
I~



Emile
Glockner, A
Fine Blade,

1900

Ty

Ludwig
Deutsch,
The Nubian
Guard,
1895;




Ludwig
Deutsch,
Prayer at
the Tomb,
1898
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Jean-Leon Gerome, The Snake Charmer, 1880

Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres, Turkish
Bath, 1862
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Jean-Leon
Gerome, The

Jean-Leon Gerome, Great Bath at Bursa,
1886

- 128 -




]ean-Auguste-lSominique Ingres,
Obalisque, 1818;

]ean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres,
Obalisque and Slave, 1839
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Jean-Leon
Gerome, Slave
Market, 1882

Jean-Leon
Gerome,
Slave
Market,
1882
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Eugene Delacrbix, The Death of
Sardanapalus, 1827

- 131 -




..ﬁ
Akl

Nl
e

- 132 -

Homage or Theft?
An Artistic Case Study



japonisme: An Amﬁsu@
Case Study

James Abbott NIcNelll Whistler,
Symphony in White No 2: The Little
White Girl, 1862

Japan and the West

1854 Treaty of Kanagawa (End
216 Years Japanese lIsolation)

European Appetite for Japanese
Artifacts, Ornaments

1867 Paris Exposition Unlverselle,
Japanese Stand

1872 Philippe Burty Coin Term:
‘Japonisme’

Samuel Bing Gallery | Edomurd Manet

3 Portrait of Emile
1899 !rt\pressiomst Japanese Zola, 1568
Exhibition
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Japonisme: Gustav Klimt, Kimono, 1910

‘...pages like ivory palettes laden with
colours of the Orient...sparkling with
purple, ultramarine and emerald greens.
And from these albums of Japanese
drawings, there dawned for him a day in
this magical country, a day without
shadow, a day that was nothing but
light." (The de Goncourt brothers,
Manette Salomon, 1867)

CAan

James Tissot,
Jeunes Femmes
Regardant des
Objets
Japonais, 1869
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Georges
Croegaret,
The
Reader,
1888

*Noh Theatre Masks
*Kakemono (Hanging
Scrolls)

*Lacquer Panels,
Cabinet

Alfred
Stevens,
Femme ala
Poupée
Japonaise,
1823-1906
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Claude Monet, La
Japonaise, 1876

*Uchiwa (Paper Fan)
*Kabuki Robe
*Kimono

*Camille Doncieux

Kitagawa Utamaro,
Yoshiwara
Courtesan, 1816

H
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Bain, 1864

1875

Hans Makart,
The Japanese

Woman,
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Katsushika Hokusai, The Great Wave at Kanagawa,
1831

Ukiyo-e
(Woodblock
Print)

‘Living only for the moment, turning our full attentionto the pleasures of the
moon, the snow, the cherry blossoms and the maple, singing songs, drinking
wine, and diverting ourselves just in floating, caring not a whit for the poverty
staring us in the face, refusing to be disheartened, likea gourd floating along with
the river current: this is what we call ukiyo-¢.’ (Asai Ryoi, Tales of the Floating
World, 1665)

il

If we study Japanese art, we see
'~ a man who is undoubtedly wise,

philosophical and intelligent,
who spends his time how? In
studying the distance between
the earth and the moon? No. In
studying the policy of Bismarck?
No. He studies a single blade of
grass...this blade of grass leads
him to draw every plant and the
seasons, the wide aspects of the
countryside, then animals, then
the human figure. (18387)
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Utagawa Hiroshige, :Bridge in the Rain, 1857;
Vincent van Gogh, Japonaiserie, Bridge in the
Rain, 1887
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James Abbott McNeill Whistler, The Golden
Screen: Caprice in Purple and Gold, 1861

i ‘It seems to me that
colour ought to
be...embroidered on the
canvas...the same colour
ought to appear in the
picture continually here
and there, in the same
way that a thread
appears in an
embroidery, and so
should all the others,
more or less according
to their importance.
Look how well the
Japanese understand
this.’ (1868)

James Abbott McNeill Whistler, Variations in
Flesh Colour and Green: The Balcony, 1868; Torii
Kiyonaga, Gentleman Entertained by Courtesans
and Geisha at a Teahouse, 1783
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Mary Cassatt, The Létter, 1891; Kitagawa
Utamaro, Courtesan Hinazuru at the Keizetsuru,

Katasushika Hokusai, South Wind, Clear Déwn,
1832; Claude Monet, Haystack, Sunset, 1891
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Utagawa Hiroshige, Wisteria Bloom over Water
at Kameido, 1857; Claude Monet, The Water Lily
Pond (Japanese Bridge), 1899

)

Henri Toulouse-Lautrec, Moulin Rouge, 1891;
Keisai Eisen, The Lonely Niht House, 1848

WA

Wf?f :aifé" iR T
“Take any Japanese. print...it will be found to
embody all that a good poster should. One
dominant idea is presented graphically,
beautifully, the detail does not weaken, but
enforces the motif.’ (Raymond Needham, 1901)
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Gustav Klimt, Lady with a Fan, 1918;
Torii Kiyonaga Three Aristocrat Beauties. 1780;

Katasushika Hokusai, Courtesan 1812

Gustav Klimt,
Portrait of
Friedericke
Maria Beer-
Monti, 1916
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Aubrey Beardsley, :The Peacock Skirt, 1892
Alfons Mucha, Dancel, 1898; Kikukawa Eizan,
Elegant Beauty, 1836
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From Mackenzie, John M. (ed.) The Victorian Vision: Inventing New Britain V&A
Publications 2001 (ISBN 1851773282)

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

ART AND DESIGN:

East Asia

ANNA JACKSON

f The myth of the exotic East has always been a potent one in the western
imagination. A romantic vision of fabled Cathay with its ‘stately pleasure-domes’!
was fuelled in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries by the large quantity
of ceramics and silks that reached British shores. By the time Victoria ascended
{ the throne, a yeamning to penetrate hidden worlds was driven by the desire to

exploit the apparently enormous, but hitherto untouched, markets of East Asia,

The story of Britain's intrusion into China and Japan is one of fantasy
confronting reality and finding it wanting. The new mythologies and stereotypes that were
created in response were informed by Britain’s sense of superiority, but such attitudes were often
tempered with a sense of nostalgia for worlds, real and- imagined, that seemed forever lost.

By the nineteenth century, British trade with China via the port of Canton was well
estalblish.ed,_2 although the activities of foreign merchants were severely restricted by the Chinese.
Tea was the major export, but China showed little interest in the products of the West. Britain
redressed this trade imbalance with two products from India, raw cotton and opium. Trade in the
latter, although illegal, proved extremely profitable for British merchants, but to the Qing
authorities the damage it inflicted on the health and economy of the country was of grave '
concern.? When, in 1839, attempts were made forcibly to prevent the trade, Britain responded
by dispatching warships and troops. China's subsequent defeat in this, the first Opium War,
fundérnentally changed its relations with foreign powers. By the terms of the 1842 Treaty of
Nanking it was forced to open five ports to foreign residence, trade and consular establishment.

The island of Hong Kong, occupied in 1841, was ceded to Britain in perpetuity.

- 145 -




298 THE WORLD

)
{

|
ol

i
i X

I
i
A

0

A

Plate 286: The Chinese Coiléctfbh', Hydé Park Corner. Engraving from the Jllustrated London
News 6 August 1842, p.204. V&A PP 10.

In the same year as the ' tfeaty was signed, an exhibition of Nathan Dunn’s ‘Chinese
Collection’ was held in London (plate 286). Dunn (1782-1844) was a Philadelphian who had
spent 12 years as a merchant in China. Althougﬁ it is unlikely that he obtained his objects from
anywhere other than Canton, the collection was presented and accepted as an encapsulation of
the entire ‘Celestial Empire’. Whatever its limits the exhibition was certainly the most
comprehensive presentation of Chinese material culture yet seen in Britain and included displays
of decorative arts, painting, architectural models and flora and fauna as well as a series of
tableaux of life-size Chinese figures modelled from clay. Interest in China was at its height and
the exhibition was extremely popular, remaining open until 1846. Although it may have
increased knowledge about the country, it did not radically alter established views of China.
Reviews stressed either the stagnation of Chinese civilisation compared with the progressive
West or emphasised the exotic: ‘the elaborate carvings . . . the embroidered silks . . . the immense,
decorative lantemns . . . seem to realize those imaginings of the gorgeous East, which have haunted
us like dreams . . . We seem to be in the China of the Arabian Nights'.*

In 1851, while the Great Exhibition was taking place, a much-diminished version of Dunn’s
exhibition was shown in London. The educative mission of the original show was now lost in
favour of sensationalism and the exploitation of racial stereotypes, the objects serving merely as
a backdrop to the display of a Chinese family, including a woman ‘with small lotus feet only two
and a half inches in length.”> The custom of binding feet had been featured in the 1842

exhibition, but by 1851 it had become the main attraction. Comments made throughout the
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Victorian period highlight the obsession the West had with what was seen as the ultimate image
of China’s barbaric ‘othernéss’.5 ' '

A small number of Chinese objects was also on show in the Great Exhibition. Official
participation had been requested from China, but it was not forthcoming. The Royal Commission
did manage to elicit the help of Rutherford Alcock (1809-97), British Consul in Shanghai, who
sent examples of porcelain, silk and other items. However, the majority of East Asian objects were
exhibited by the London dealer William Hewett, who also engaged the services of a Chinese
attendant, perhaps a member of the family being ‘exhibited’” with Dunn's objects or one of the
crew of a Chinese junk that arrived in London in 1848.

Following Britain’s lead other western powers had signed treaties with China and, by the time
of the Great Exhibition, the number of foreigners on Chinese soil was growing. Merchants
continued to press'for greater access to China's markets while missionaries, eager to tap into the

millions of Chinese apparently waiting not only to be sold western goods but also to be converted

to Christianity, often attempted to stray beyond the treaty port boundaries creating problems for

consuls such as Alcock. One person also making illegal forays beyond the ports in the 1840s and
1850s was plant-hunter Robert Fortune (1812-80), sent to China by the Royal Horticultural
Society. Just as the reviewer of Dunn's exhibition was imagining himself in an ‘Arabian Nights’
romance, Fortune was discovering that ‘this celebrated country [that] has long been looked upon
as some kind of fairy-land’ was not matching such expectations.” Like the many visitors that were
to follow him, Fortune comments most vociferously on the filth and smell of Chinese towns, but

e was captivated by the beauty of the country and developed a strong sympathy for the Chinese

people. By the time of his second visit to the country in the 1850s he expressed the hope that
“his book might help people ‘to look with more kindly feeling on a large portion of the human

family’.® When these words were published in 1857, however, China and Britain were again at
war, China was defeated once more and by the terms of the 1858 Treaty of Tianjin, negotiated by
the Earl of Elgin (1811-63), was forced to open more ports, allow greater travel within China,
and give Britain the right to an ambassador in Peking.

After his success in China Elgin went on to negotiate another treaty, this time with Japan.
Since the 1640s the country had- maintained a ‘closed country’ policy. It was the United States
which breached this national isolation, arriving off the coast of Japan in 1853 with the demand
that the country open its ports to foreign powers. Japan was aware of the events that had taken
place in China and realised that it would have no chance of resisting the West. Thus, the .
‘opening’ of Japan took place without a resort to arms. Elgin arrived on 3 August 1858 and the
Treaty of Edo was signed on the 26th of the same month.

The view of Japan given by the first visitors was rosier than that afforded to its neighbour.
Laurence Oliphant (1829-88), who accompanied Elgin as his private secretary, declared: ‘The .
contrast with China was so striking . . . the circumstances of our visit were so full of novelty and
interest, that we abandoned ourselves to the excitement and enthusiasm they produced. There
exists not a single disagreeable association. to cloud our reminiscences of that delightful country.”
Given the contrasting experiences in China and Japan, this view is not surprising. Elgin himself

felt that his ‘trip to Japan has been a green spot in the desert of my mission to the East’.!?
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Elgin presented the shogun'! with the steam yacht Emperor, a gift from Queen Victoria. Two
years later Aléock, Britain's first minister to Japan, helped to arrange a return diplomatic gift of
ceramics, textiles, lacquerware and a suit of samurai armour (plate 287). This exchange of
technology for art was to be a common theme in the relations between Britain and Japan in the
nineteenth century. Travelling on the ship transporting the objects in December 1860 was Robert
Fortune who, as in China, had taken advantage of the new treaty in his search for plants. He had
found the Japanese ‘happy and contented” and Japan itself ‘neat and clean’,!? comments that
were to be echoed by many visitors to Japan in the succeeding decades.

As Fofftune was travelling out to Japan, conflict erupted::f again in China. When it became
‘apparent that the Chinese had no intention of allowing foreign ambassadors to reside in Peking,
Elgin was again dispatched, with a combined British and French army, to deal with the situation.
Landing in August 1860 the foreign forces proceeded to march on Peking. On 5 October they
arrived at the Summer Palace, a large complex of buildings and parklands on the outskirts. of the
capital that served as a retreat for the emperor (plate 288). Here the troops found ‘a mine of
wealth and of everything curious in the Empire’.3 The sight of such riches proved irresistible and
frantic looting commenced. On 18 October news was receivgd that British and French prisoners,
captured by the Chinese at the end of Septembert, had been tortured and the majority killed.
Elgin decided to retaliate. He ordered that the Summer Palace be torched.

Plate 288: Felice Beato, Temple in the
Summer Palace Grounds. .
Albumen print, 1860. ..
V&A:161-1975. =
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Plate 289: Cushion cover from the
Summer Palace. Silk with gold and
silk embroidery, Chinese, c. 1800-20
V&A:T.139-1917.

-
3

Charles Gordon (1833-85), a member
of the British forces present that
day, recorded that ‘[we] went out, and,

place, destroying in a Vandal-like
manner most valuable property ... You "
can scarcely imagine the beauty and

magnificence of the places we burmt. It

Palace, famed for its beauty and its treasures, we ,
Felix Beato (1825-1904).'5 The Chmese capltulated and Bntam and France Were granted right of
representation in Peking, . o ,

Although British reaction to the destruction was mlxed there seemed httle doubt what the
act of ‘righteous retribution’ signified: ‘The destruction of the Summer Palace . . . destroys the
Emperor’s prestige, and dissipates . . . that halo of divinity with which he has been siurrounded
in the imagination of his people.’* The ‘looted’ objects brought back to Britain from the Summer
Palace also acquired a particular significance because of their imperial provenance.!” Lieutenant-
Colonel Wolseley (1833~1913) commented on the ‘cushions . . . covered in the finest yeilow .
with figures of dragons and flowers’ that he observed at the Summer Palace. ‘Yellow is the imperial
colour and none but those of royal birth are permitted to wear it.”®® It was just such objects that |
Wolseley chose to bring back with him, his ownership of something once reserved for the use of
the emperor signifying the imperial humiliation that China had suffered (plate 289). Queen
Victoria herself was able to partake in this sense of superiority over a defeated monarch when a
Pekinese dog found in the Summer Palace and christened ‘Looty’ was presented to her.!®

Although Gordon took the part of destroyer in the 1860 campaign, he was soon to become
China’s ‘saviour’. In 1863 he took command of the foreign-officered ‘Ever Victorious Army’
which helped to defeat the Taiping rebels threatening to overthrow the Qing dynasty. His actions
made ‘Chinese’ Gordon a hero at home and in China where he was awarded the ‘vellow jacket’
of the highest military rank.

Some of the objects taken from the Summer Palace were shown in the Chinese section of the

London International Exhibition of 1862. This display was overshadowed, however, by that from
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Plate 290: The Intémat‘iozhialb Exhibition: The Jépé'ﬁese Court. Engraving from the Illustrated
London News 20 September 1862, p.320. V&A PP 10.

Japan. This was the first occasion on which a large group of Japanese objects had been displayed
before a wide public, the majority of the objects having been sent from Japan by Alcock (plate
290). Comparisons made between objects from the two countries, even at this relatively early
stage in the critical appraisal of Japanese art, reveal what were to become standard views: ‘From
China the art of bronze-casting would appear to have passed to the Japanese; but as with all the
industrial arts, it received a development there which gives its production a much higher
character than those of the Chinese, as was evinced by the comparative simplicity, purity of form,

and strong feeling for nature indicated in the Japanese collection of 1862.'%° The display proved

a great success. Critics advocating the need for design reform urged British manufacturers ‘to

study’ the Japanese objects in order to ‘improve their present system of decoration, which is
fundamentally bad’.?* The Japanese Court made the greatest impact on Gothic revivalists such as
the architect and designer William Burges (1827-81) who believed that in contemporary, feudal,
Japan could be found the ideal society of the Middle Ages.** Members of the first Japanese
diplomatic mission, which by coincidence arrived in Britain at the time of the exhibition, were
less impressed by the objects Alcock had assembled. One member of the party thought that ‘it
was such a ramshackle assortment of artefacts that it looked just like an old antique shop, and 1

could not bear to look’.??
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Alcock hoped the mission’s visit might encourage the Japanese government to have a
more open attitude to trading relations. Although the British had established rights in
Japan, peacefully, anti-foreign feeling ran high and there were a number of assaults by
samurai answering to the call of ‘joi’, or ‘expel the barbarian’. The British legation
suffered a number of attacks and in 1862 samurai from Satsuma killed an Englishman
when he failed to show respect for their lord. This latter incident led, in August 1863, to
the bombardment by the British Fleet of the Satsuma capital Kagoshima. Interestingly,
this action and a similar attack on Shimonoseki in Chdshii in 1864, resulted in a change
of attitudes towards the West. Impressed by British firepower, Satsuma and Chéshi
decided that it was time to learn from the barbarians and began to purchase foreign arms
afid ships from westerners, most notably from Aberdo‘hian Thomas Glover (1838-1912)
who was based in Nagasaki.?* In 1863 and 1865 two groups of students were sent illegally
to Britain to learn more about western technology at first hand.? Stopping on the way in

Hong Kong, Singapore, Ceylon and A&en, the students received a first-hand
introduction to the extent of British colonialism. On arriving in the heart of the
Empire they were generally impressed: ‘On seeing for myself . . . how truly advanced

is the wealth and power to be found here, I have simply been looking towards the
26 . v,

heavens, gasping in astonishment.

“Plate 291: Objects shown at the Paris International Ex

: L th T _ﬁib_ition Of 1‘867, jépanes‘e,'c.1‘850-67.
V&A 842-1869, 883-1869, 81_4-1%?_9,_876-1869, 873-1869, 887-1869, 847—1869.
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Plate 292: Fivefold screen shown ét‘théalsar'is' Interhational Exhibition of 1867. Silk with
kingfisher feathers and silk embroidery, wooden frame, Chinese, c.1800-60. V&A: 648-1869.

In 1866 the sﬁogunate lifted the ban on foreign travel. In 1867 diplomats, students and
merchants flocked to Paris to see the International Exhibition. At this event the Japanese
participated directly for the first time and their contribution was eim-ernely popular with the
Parisian crowds. Satsuma, in a deliberately antagonistic move, sent its own exhibit to rival that
of the shogunate and it was from this display that the South Kensiﬁgton Museum (now the V&A)
made a number of purchases (plate 291). A year later rebellion by Satsuma and others led to civil
war in Japan, the overthrow of the shogunateAand the restoration of the power of the emperor.
The new Meiji government initiated a major transformation of Japan along western lines, its aim

being to achieve parity with the West rather than to be dominated by it. The country participated

in all the subsequent international exhibitions, this arena providing them with the perfect

opportunity to garner prestige, acquire the latest technological information and promote their
own products. |

At the Paris exhibition of 1867 the South Kensington Museum also bought a magnificent
Chinese screen decorated in kingfisher feathers (plate 292). Unlike Japan, China did not organise
its own display, and the Museum acquired this object from a Parisian dealer. The screen is not
an export piece, however, so presumably its appearance in Europe resulted directly from the

opening of China to the West. By this time more foreigners were travelling to China. Many
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ventured little further than treaty ports such as Shanghai which had ‘all the accessories of
Western luxury and civilisation’.?” Others, such as intrepid explorer Isabella Bird (1831-1904)
and Mrs Archibald Little (d.1926), whose husband sailed the first steamboat up the Yangtze,
travelled further, developing a greater understanding and consideration of China and its people
than many of their contemporaries. Finally being able to enter Peking, which ‘we in Europe have
always been in the habit of associating with the wonderful’ mény found they were
‘disappointed’, however.® Mrs Little found the capital a place of ‘horrors . . . a survival from the
Middle Ages so agreeable to read about, so d1sagreeab1e to live in’.?® Algernon Mitford
(1837—-1916) who arrived in 1865 to serve under Alcock who was now British Minister to China,
found ‘much to offend the senses at every step’. Yet, writing these words in his memoirs, Mitford
still felt some nostalgia for ‘Peking as I knew it fifty years ago had about it a certain mysterious
charm . . . the magic of the old . .. ruinous city’.* Most visitors to China shared Mrs Little's view
of China as ‘discouraging: to think it got so far so long ago and yet has got no further'.?
Whether with pity or contempt, China was regarded as a moribund nation, unable to rely any
longer on past glories.

Some changes were taking place in China, however. In the 1860s western-style arsenals and

- shipyards had been established and in 1876, realising that it must engage with the West, the

(1818-91) aroused much interest and was taken as an indication that China had ‘at last
awakened to a sense of her position among the nations. Hitherto .vs,,h;e~ has remained aloof . . .
indulging in dreams of her former greatness but now a gleam of light has broken in on her.’?
Nevertheless, the encounter between East and West did little to change established Victorian
stereotypes. The presence of Guo’s wife inspired Punch to publish a satirical verse ‘To the
Tottering Lily’, which declared that ‘An inability to stand, Is not the charm we most demand, In
Western women’.”® The picture that accompanied the verse showed a woman in a Japanese
kimono, revealing that, even after more than twenty years of direct interaction, the differences
between the two ‘oriental’ nations were by no means clear.

Although there is often some initial similarity between comments about China and Japan,
attitudes towards the two countries did differ. China’s defeat in two wars and its continued
reluctance to embrace the civilisation of the West lowered its prestige while Japan was viewed
more favourably. Early visitors to Japan discovered, like Burges at the 1862 exhibition, that ‘with
the Japanese we take a step backward some ten centuries, to live over again the feudal days’.3* If
Japan, like China, was in the Middle Ages, it was the romance, rather than the backwardness, of
that era that was envisaged. If the Japanese, like the Chinese, were ‘a nation of children’,** they
were happy, well-behaved ones, not those who only once they had ‘received a good ﬂoggmg
become very good boys’ % Japan was viewed as a falryland 37 a charming scene laid before
western eyes and ‘the number of tempting pictures was truly tantalizing’.3® Such a vision of Japan
was also formed through the medium of photography. Beato’s View of Eiyama (plate 285), was
published in 1868 with a commentary that described ‘the neatness and order which prevails in
the humblest cottage in Japan . . . the rustic bridge with its simplicity of form and material, and

general picturesqueness forms a charming bit of foreground’.®® The Japanese were seen not
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Plate 293: Incense Burner in the form of an Eagle.
Hammered iron, Japanese, c.1860.

V&A: 603-1875. Formerly

in the collection of

Algernon Mitford.

merely as picturesque, but as the literal embodiment of their own art. When Isabella Bird first

artived she felt as though ‘she had seen them all before, so like are they to their pictures on trays,
fans and tea pots.’¥

Shopping for souvenirs was an important part of any visit to Japan. Most people were content
to visit the curio shops that sprang up in the treaty ports and main tourist destinations and to
buy the small decorative pieces that appealed to the western eye and were, indeed, designed
specifically for this purpose. Others returned from Japan with more unusual items. Mitford, who
served in the British legation in Japan from 1866 to 1870, brought back a number of bronzes,
including a spectacular incense burmner in the form of an eagle which he later sold to the South
Kensington Museum (plate 293). The Museum, and perhaps Mitford himself, believed the bronze
to be by a celebrated sixteenth-century metalworker, but the eagle was made in about 1860. The
object reflects the changing application of Japanese craft skills that occurred as Japan became
more westernised and traditional objects became obsolete. Many craftsmen turned their talents

to the making of works for the foreign market. The promotion and export of such objects formed

an important part of the Meiji government’s efforts to expand industry and increase productivity. '

Japan’s artistic goods flooded into Britain during the Victorian period, creating a craze for all
thiﬁgs]apanese. By the 1870s no middle-class drawing room was éomplete without one of Bird’s
"trays, fans and tea pots’. Objects could be bought from a growing number of specialist dealers
and from shops such as Liberty’s in Regent Street, founded by Arthur Lasemby Liberty
(1843-1917) in 1875. The appearance of a new and different aesthetic seemed to offer possible
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" labour as their lives’.

Plate 294: E.W, Godwivn, sxdeboard Ebomsed wood with silver plate fittings and inset panels of
Japanese embossed leather paper, British, ¢.1867. V&A: Circ,38- 1953

i+

solutions to debates about the nature of art and design that were taking place at this time.
Designer and theorist Christopher Dresser (1834-1904) believed that Japan could ‘supply
the world with the most beautiful domestic articles that we can anywhere procure’.* Dresser’s
own work was greatly influenced by Japan and, as a writer and importer, he played a crucial
role in the dissemination of Japanese art in Britain. In 1876 he travelled to Japan, visiting
numerous artists and manufacturers and advising the Japanese on their art products. Despite
his understanding of Japanese artistic principles, Dresser's view of the country was still
clouded by the dominant western images. He saw the Japanese as ‘a simple and humorous
people’,*? and-the objects he so admired as ‘the children of happy contented men who love their
1 43 '

Another leading exponent of japonisme, as the artistic phenomenon was known, was E. W.
Godwin (1833-86). A major collector of Japanese art, Godwin began to deéign ‘Anglo-Japanese’
furniture in the 1860s. In pieces such as his famous sideboard (plate 294) Godwin sought to
express the simplicity and elegance that he admired in Japanese art. While Japan certainly
provided the main inspiration, many of Godwin’s furniture designs suggest that he was also
influenced by China.** Godwin’s close friend, the painter James McNeil Whistler (1834-1903),
was also strongly influenced by the Japanese art he admired and collected He was able to gain
a more personal insight into Japan from being ‘perpetually in and out of . [the] house’ of his
neighbour and friend Algernon Mitford.** Whistler also had a collection of Chinese blue and
white porcelain. His first ‘Oriental Painting' Purple and Rose: The Lange Leizen of the Six Marks
(plate 295) is full of such ceramics, yet it is often considered a major document of japonisme. To
add to the oriental confusion the woman in the painting is wearing a Japanese kimono under her

Chinese robe. ' _ _ 155 -



Plate 295: James Abbott McNeil Whistler, Purplé' and Rose: The Lange Leizen
of the Six Marks. Detail. Oil on canvas, 1864. Philadelphia Museum of Art: The
John G Johnson Collection.
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Chinese art did provide inspiration to Victorian artists, yet this was, and indeed still is, largely
overlooked. Tarnished by China’s fallen reputation and by centuries of half familiarity, Chinese
art was compared unfavourably with the recently revealed artistic achievernents of its neighbour:
‘In contrasting the arts of China and Japan, what strikes one most forcibly is the marked
difference of labour . . . the Japanese aiming to produce the greatest possible effect by the least
expenditure of trouble, whilst the Chinese make pains the principal virtue; they lack inventive
power.'*6 Vast amounts were written about Japanese art in the Victorian period, but there were
virtually no general surveys on Chmese art. One exception was the South Kensington ‘Museum
handbook published in 1872, but this served only to stress British * possession’ of Chinese art by
empbhasising that ‘we have ample means of judging [cloisonné], the sacking of the Summer Palace
having led to the best examples to be found in the country finding their way to Europe’. Such
examples revealed that the Chinese had ‘the very highest degree of aesthetic perception’, but
they were ‘utterly deficient in artistic power’.# '

One aspect of Chinese art that was admired, and still much collected, was ceramics. The man
who did most to broaden western understanding of Chmese ceramics in the nmeteenth century
was Stephen Bushell (1844-1908), who from 1868 to 1899 e
was the doctor to the British legation in Peking. In 1883 the

ceramics in China. The 246 objects that were shipped to the
Museum reveal Bushell’s discerning eye and include ceramics
made for the imperial court and for the scholar’s table,
examples of which would not have been very familiar in
Britain at the time (plate 296). It is not known how Bushell
acquired the ceramics although it is tempting to think that
some of the imperial pieces might have been among those
being smuggled out of the storerooms of the Forbidden City
by dishonest palice servants. ’

Chinese objects could also been seen at the international
exhibitions. From 1873 China sent an official contribution,

the display being organised by the Chinese Imperial Maritime

296 Objects bought in Peking by Stephen Bushell.
Left to right: V&A: 85-1883, 109-1883, 717-1883, 706-1883.
Porcelain dish with decoration in overglaze enamels, mark and
reign of Qianlong (1736-95); porcelain ewer with decoration
in underglaze blue, mark and reign of Qianlong (1736-95);

_ stoneware bowl, Guan ware, Southern Song Dynasty (1128-1279);
white porcelain vessel altar vessel, Yongle period (1403-24).

' - South Kensington Museum. employed Bushell to purchase
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Customs. This foreign-run organisation was set up in 1854 to supervise the collection of customs
duties. In 1863 the post.of Inspector General of the Customs passed to 28 year old Robert Hart
(1835-1911), one of the most remarkable and ultimately the most powerful, westerners in
China. Hart’s efforts to organise displays that would adequately represent China seemed to pay
off, and most reviews of the country’s contributions to- the exhibitions were favourable, critics
remarking that: ‘In Paris, Vienna and London, China has put in an appearance and . . . presented
contributions in a manner worthy of associations with other great nations.’*® Hart was well aware
of the distance that existed between Britain’s still fanciful perception of the East and the reality.
While organising the display for the 1884 London International Health Exhibition, he wrote:
“The English idea of the Chinese tea-house . . . has nothing corresponding to it in China except
the fact that there are buildings in which people can . . . drink tea; if we could supply you with
one of them bodily, you would indeed have a slice of the real life of China, but English sightseers
would neither eat in it or sit in it.’*

This problem was solved by having ‘Messrs Holland and Son’ erect a Chinese teahouse and
restaurant based on ‘designs taken from old ivory carvings’.”® The effect of ‘Chineseness’ was
obviously entirely corivincing, the electric lights that were hung in the Chinese IZnterns on the
veranda of the tea house being ‘the only instance in which the extremes of civilisation will touch,
for all the rest will be Chinese from the tea to the servants’.”! Indeed, Hart sent 31 Chinese to
staff the exhibition including cooks, waiters and musicians for the teahouse and réstaurani.

The Chinése obviously added an ‘exotic’ dimension to the 1884 exhibition, but the small
Chinese community that had developed in East London by this time was usually viewed with
suspicion. The supposed ‘opium dens’ were the subject of sensational repor\ting, while the
fictional descriptions by Charles Dickens (1812-70) and later Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) stirred
the popular ‘imagination.” By contrast the Japanese village erected in Knightsbridge in 1885,
which featured over ninety craftsmen and entertainers, conformed to the less threatening and
more pictﬁresque view of the East.

Visitors from Japan were not an unusual sight in Britain by this time. After the Meiji
Restoration more and more Japanese visited the country in order to gain western expertise. In
1872 the IWakura Mission arrived in Britain with the aim of initiating revision of the ‘unequal’
treaties and studying the industrial might of the West. In their first aim the Mission did not
succeed, but during their four-month stay Victorian Britain proudly displayed all its
achievements. The mission visited factories and shipyards in the industrial centres of Scotland,
the North of England and the Midlands, the naval dockyard in Portsmouth and the Houses of
Parliament as well as police stafions, court houses, libraries and schools. The 1870s saw a
Japanese boom in London. Vast numbers of Japanese students came to the capital, the majority .
studying science and engineering subjects. They also went to other parts of Britain, notably
Glasgow, which became a major centre of scientific study for Japanese students. Such contacts
resulted in an interesting exchange of ‘art for industry’.”® In 1878 the City of Glasgow received
a gift of over 1,000 items of contemporary ceramics, furniture, lacquerware, metalware, textiles
and paper, and in return sent a selection of industrial samples to Tokyo National Museum.

Apprentices, engineers, naval cadets and officers were also regular visitors to the shipyards of the .
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Clyde and other major British ports either working on or supervising the building of ships.

In its quest for industrial and technological knowledge the Meiji authorities not only sent
people to Britain to learn, it also employed British engineers and scientists in.Japan. The decade
1872-82 saw large numbers of foreign experts engaged in Japan. British engineers constructed
railways, lighthouses and telegraph systems, while British shipbuilders and naval architects
helped to build up Japan's commercial and naval fleets. Foreign instructors were engaged to
teach English, mathematics, physics, chemistry and engineering. Japan also employed British
architects to transform its cities along western lines, the most famous being Josiah Condor
(1852-1920) who had trained under William Burges. :

Having taught the Japanese so well, most of the foreign experts found their services were no
longer needed after the mid-1880s and they returned home, although Condor remained in Japan
for the rest of his life. Japan was keen to learn as much as it could from the West and keener still
to take control of its own destiny. Although initially encouraged by the eagerness of Japan to

embrace the West, Britain began to get a little uneasy as the country started to develop

industrially and militarily. Despite the increasing knowledge and interaction with the ‘realities’

of Japan, British- commentators retreated into more comfortable ‘fantasies’. Old stereotypes
persisted and were even reinforced by the increésing number of visitors to Japan.>*

While the West’s vision of China was of a glory long past, the image of Japan was a romance
of something only recently lost. Regret was coupled with a vague sense that the West was
responsible for this; it had found paradise only to corrupt it. Mitford marvelled atithe way in
which ‘at a bound Japan leapt out of the darkest Middle Ages into'the fiercest light of the
nineteenth century’,’’ but towards the end of his life found that although ‘feudalism is dead . . .
its ghost haunts me still. I shut my eyes and see picturesque visions of warriors in armour with
crested helmets.’* Mitford helped create one of the most fanciful, and enduring, images of Japan
advising Gilbert and Sullivan on The Mikado, the 1885 production of which did so much to
popularise the picturesqué stereotype of Japan in Victorian Britain.?’

There Waé‘ also concern that Japanese art was suffering as ‘contact with the West
unfortunately brings about the deterioration of Eastern art’.*® Given the amount of goods that
were being produced in Japan for the western market at this time it is not surprising that quality
was sometimes lost, but implicit in comments such as this is the idea that something ‘pure’ had
been ‘tainted’. There was, however, no suggestion that the western appropriation of eastern
aesthetics raised such problems. In 1889 Liberty travelled to Japan, where he lectured on
Japanese Art Productions’. He warned Japan not to be ‘too ready to undervalue the precious
heirlooms of a splendid past, to comply with European demands by all means, but let the
outcome be still Japanese in character and thought’.”® In' other words Japan was expected to,
provide plenty of whatever the West wanted of it.
~ Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) also travelled to Japan in 1889. He had no doubts about what
to expect. He had reached ‘the Japan of cabinets and joinery, gracious folk and fair manners’, and
the appearance of a rickshaw when he arrived at Nagasaki ‘shot me into The Mikado, First Act’.5°
Such an image of Japan, although more positive than that afforded to China, was still ultirﬁately

based on a conviction of British superiority. Japan could be admired artistically, but Britain had
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the industrial might and imperial power. As Kipling wrote: ‘Verily Japan is a great people.
Her masons play with stone, her carpenters with wood, her smiths with iron, her artists with
life . . . Mercifully she has been denied the last touch of firmness in her character which would
enable her to play with the whole round world. We possess that — we, the nation of the glass
flower-shade, the pink worsted mat, the red and green china puppy dog, and the poisonous
Brussels carpet. It is our compensation.’®! .

In the 1890s the West was forced to realise that Japan had in fact developed some ‘firmness’
with which to ‘play’ with the world. In 1876 it signed a western-style treaty with Korea, forcing
the country to abandon its long-standing isolation. Britain was content to take a back seat in the
peninsula, signing a treaty only in 1882, and was not willing to.become involved in the growing
tensions between Japan and China, Korea’s traditional protector. War between the two Asian
poWers broke out in 1894. Defeat at the hands of a country that had for centuries lived under its
shadow was a humiliating blow for China.

At the end of the 1890s, as China was being carved into ‘spheres of influence’, anti-foreign
feeling began to run very high. In 1899 a series of orchestrated attacks on missionaries and on
railways began, another visible manifestation of the foreign intrusion, by the ‘Boxers United in
Righteousness’. The Boxer Rebellion culminated in the siege of the legations in Peking. In the
British legation, the biggest and easiest to defend, the entire foreign community of the capital,

which numbered some 500 people, plus 350 Chmese and over 200 horses and mules (which

were later eaten) took shelter. The story of the ‘55 Days in Peking’ has become part of the British ‘

imperial legend. Newspapers around the world carried stories of the ‘massacre’ of foreigners, but
whien the relief force, which included soldiers from Japan, arrived on 14 August they found the
death toll to be quite low. The foreign troops revelled in a frenzy of looting and, for the first time,
penetrated the Forbidden City. A formal peace treaty, by which the Chinese had to pay crippling
" indemnities, was signed in 1901. The rebellion left a lasting imprint on western perceptions of
the East, as the Boxers became a symbol for everything feared and hated about China.%

The West was quickly having to change its attitude towards Japan, however, as the country
started to realise its own imperial ambitions. Although Japanese art, neither traditional enough
nor modern enough to satisfy European tastes, began to fall out of favour, Japan finally achieved
its political goal. By the terms of the 1902 Anglo-Japanese Alliance it was accepted as an equal
power. There is some irony in the fact that Britain had admired Japan’s art for decades, but only
after the country began fighting wars came to regard it as ‘civilised’.

The twentieth century witnessed enormous changes in China and Japan. Britain’s relationship

with East Asia has also altered dramatically, the final lowenng of the Union Jack in Hong Kong

in 1997 marking the ‘end of British imperialism in East Asia. Yet many of the myths and.

stereotypes constructed in the Victorian period remain potent. Despite the radically transformed
physical and social environments, thousands of tourists still travel to China in search of the
imperial past, an ‘exotic experience . . . and an enigmatic journey’,5* and still hope to find ‘old

Japan’ in the temples of Kyoto.
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Plate 287: Suitof armour in the Oyoroi style.
Japanese, c.1859. V&A 362-1865. Presented
to Queen Victoria by Tokugawa Iemochi in
1860.
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Reading Log—deeper level reflections

I recognise the following worldviews in this reading.
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As a result of this reflection | have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject | have kept (because...)

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways:
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Banana

They call me a banana

‘A heung-jew

Yellow on the outside,

‘White on the inside.

So, I’m being compared -
to a curvy piece of fruit
grown from a palm
somewhere in Ecuador

a heung-jew, '

a fragrant fruit.

1 don’t think I’m all that fruity
But I could be wrong.

So

you’re calling me a banana

with my yellow skin

prone to a little freckling

in my riper moments .

and slanted eyes,

ching-chong they called me at school
straight black hair

that could never hold a spiral perm ,
and a propensity for being the teacher’s pet.

I suppose I could call you back

a coconut or gook or honkey

or nigger or wog or curry-eater

but it wouldn’t tell me anything more about
you

though it may tell you about me.

Banana is a term

flung by Asians at other Asians,

it’s a reproach,

a squish in the face,

a comment that we have abandoned our
culture.

It’s a subtle knife in the back during yum-cha
By my mother’s friends,
Those I have to call “Aunty” and “Uncle”

" but it tells you nothing about me.

It may be true

That some of us bananas

hang around in bunches

-and discuss our marks,

drink pearl milk tea

complain about our parents

bring disgusting things to eat for lunch,

- 169 -

and the rebels among us
-have gwei lo boyfriends

“But it still tells you nothing about me.

Peel me

goon

crack my top

and strip me
layer by layer
and underneath
this blubbery skin
is white, yes.

There’s white,
the Kiwi pait of me,

but there’s a core
of seed-yellow
all the way though.

. Go on. Take a bite.

it may surprise you,
who I am.

Glossary:

Guei-lo is the Cantonese equivalent of
- Pakeha/Palangi

2005 Auckland

Renee Liang



Chinglish :
LT : . _ I’d brought it home like a disease
Yesterday from kindy
a shop lady smiled at me - and infected my sisters.
~ and said, ' R
“Your English is very good” _ By the time we were teenagers
' ' my mother was getting tired
‘her eyes crinkled from yelling
in a let’s-be-nice-to-aliens way. “No English!”
1 wanted to say Once my sister and I decided to start speaking
French.
-of course it bloody is, We thought we were being smart.
-I was born here, Even though we weren’t too good at French.
-how about you?
English was my camouflage.
But of course I said nothing. As long as I wore it
hardly her fault talked in English
we Asians all look the same dreamt in English
anyway. ' ate in English
yes,
Maybe I should have . _ :
1 AM KIWI even shit in English
tattooed on my forehead I couldn’t be too Chinese
except then _
I’d be told off by my mother. could I?
"My mother. " InHong Kong -
: I am swept along the pavement
When I was born by a torrent of Cantonese
Islept in Chinese and shop ladies crinkle their eyes
I fed in Chinese in a let’s-be-nice-to-aliens way.
I cried in Chinese
“Your Chinese is good,”
pooed in Chinese even. they say,
Mother and father “for a foreigner”.
left their English
lying around the house
like lollies Renee Liang 2005
they knew I wouldn’t touch
I was good then.
We kids built houses
with wooden blocks
painted with Chinese characters.
. We fought over
longer characters
on bigger blocks,

better for building walls.

My mother used to say,
“No talking English at home!”
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Page 1

Reading Log Date.

The reading, the theory or the context: (you could put the reference list citation here)

The message (and where it fits in the big picture)

How would this work in practice?

What you like: (and why)

Your concerns:

Your questions:
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Reading Log—deeper level reflections

I recognise the following worldviews in this reading.

Connection/s to other readings / lectures on this topic

As a result of this reflection | have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject | have kept (because...)

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways:
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Page 2



Page 3
Reading Log—essay notes
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Page 4
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Page 1

Reading Log Date.

The reading, the theory or the context: (you could put the reference list citation here)

The message (and where it fits in the big picture)

How would this work in practice?

What you like: (and why)

Your concerns:

Your questions:

- 214 -



Reading Log—deeper level reflections

I recognise the following worldviews in this reading.

Connection/s to other readings / lectures on this topic

As a result of this reflection | have changed my beliefs /attitudes in the following ways:

The beliefs / attitudes about this subject | have kept (because...)

My future practice is now influenced in the following ways:
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Page 3
Reading Log—essay notes
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Page 4
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i To cite information directly or indirectly, there are two ways to.acknowledge citations:
1) Make it a part of a sentence or 2) put it in parentheses at the end of the sentence.

Direct quotation — use quotation marks around the quote and include page numbers

1) Cohen and Lotan (2014) argue that "many different kinds of abilities are essential for any profession”

(p.151).
2) “Many different kinds of abilities are essential for any profession" (Cohen & Lotan, 2014, p.151).

N.B. See the Library’s APA webpage for a quotation of 40 or more words.

i

i
i

i
i
i
i

i

THE UNIVERSITY OF Library

WAI I( ATO Te Whare Pukapuka

T APA Refferencing

THIS IS A QUICK GUIDE TO THE APA REFERENCING STYLE (6™ EDITION)

« The American Psychological Association reference style uses the Author-Date format.
» Refer to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.) for more information.

Check the Library Catalogue for call number and location(s).
« When quoting directly or indirectly from a source, the source must be acknowledged in the text by author

name and year of publication.

! Citations from a secondary source

Indlrect quotation/paraphrasing/summarising — no quotation marks
1) Professional knowledge alone does not make someone a very capable professional (Cohen & Lotan, 2014).
2) According to Cohen and Lotan (2014), professional knowledge alone does not make someone a very
capable professional.
N.B. Page numbers are optional when paraphrasing, aithough it is useful to include them (Publication Manual, p. 171).

1) Gould's (1981) research “raises fundamental doubts as to whether we can continue to think of intelligence
as unidimensional” (as cited in Cohen & Lotan, 2014, pp. 151-152).
2) Intelligence cannot be believed to consist of one single entity any more (Gould, 1981, as cited in Cohen &

Lotan, 2014).
N.B. To cite a source you found in another source, you must acknowledge all the authors.
s The author(s) of the source referred to Le. Gould, 1981
= The author(s) of the work which contains the original source i.e. Cohen & Lotan, 2014
In the reference list, only the book by Cohen & Lotan should be acknowledged. Do not list Gould.

' 1. Book with one author

SPSS for Windows (3rd ed.). Harlow, England: Pearson/Prentice Hall. - Dancey and Reidy (2004) said...
; N.B. Before "&” between authors, do not forget to put a comma. i When paraphrasing in text, use and,
i not &,

: 2. Book with two authors

o Atthe end of your assignment, you are required to provide the full bibliographic information for each source.
References must be listed in alphabetlcal order by author.

Ina reference list : In-text citation

King, M. (2000). Wrestling with the angel: A life of Janet Frame. Auckiand, New (King, 2000) or

Zealand: Viking. King (2000) compares Frame ...
i N.B. The first letter of the first word of the main title, subtitle and all proper nouns have f
capital letters. .

Dancey, C. P., & Reidy, J. (2004). Statistics W/thout maths for psychology: Usmg (Dancey & Reidy, 2004) or

citations include only the first author followed by et al.

3. Book with three to five authors (see L|brary APA referencing webpage for six or more authors)
Krause, K.-L., Bochner, S., & Duchesne, S. (2006). Educational psychology for ' (Krause, Bochner, & Duchesne,
learning and teaching (2nd ed.). South Melbourne, Vic., Australia: : 2006)

Thomson. . then
N.B. Use & between authors’ names, except when paraphrasing in text. When a work ! (Krause et al., 2006)
has three, four or five authors, cite all authors the first time, and in subsequent : "
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4. Book or report by a corporate author e.g. organisation, association, government department

f International Labour Organization. (2007). Equality at work: Tackling the (International Labour Organlzatlon
i challenges (International Labour Conference report). Geneva, Switzerland: - 2007) or
Author. :
i N.B. When the author and the publisher are the same, use Author in the publisher ; ot
! field. In text, some group authors may be abbreviated in subsequent citations if they . Sﬂge]m;gg;f  Labour Organization
are readily recognisable ' ’
| then
. (ILO, 2007) ‘

5. Book chapter in edited book :
Kestly, T. (2010). Group sandplay in elementary schools. In A. A. Drewes & C. | (Kestly, 2010) or
E. Shaefer (Eds.), School-based play therapy (2nd ed., pp. 257-282).

Hoboken, NJ: John Wileys & Sons. . Kestly (2010) compares
N B Include the page numbers of the chapter after the book title. - educational settings of ..
i 6. Conference paper online — (see Library APA referencing webpage for alternatlve formats)
x Bochner, S. (1996, November). Mentoring in higher education: Issues to be i (Bochner, 1996) or
| addressed in developing a mentoring program. Paper presented at the
!

Australian Association for Research in Education Conference, Singapore. Bochner (1996) illustrates that...

Retrieved from http://www.aare. edu.au/96pap/bochs96018.txt -
‘ 7 Course handout/Lecture notes (electronic version) ;
Archard, S., Merry, R., & Nichoison, C. (2011). Karakia and waiata [Powerpoint : (Archard, Merry & Nicholson, 2011)
slides]. Retrleved from TEPS757-11B (NET): Communities of Learners . then subsequently, if 3-5 authors
website: hitp://elearn.waikato.ac.nz/mod/resource/view.php?id=174650 : (Archard et al., 2011)
N.B. Put format in square brackets - e.g. [PowerPoint slides] [Lecture notes] _!
8. Film —(see Library APA referencing webpage for music and other medla)
Preston, G. (Director/Producer). (2010)..Home by Christmas [Motion picture]. : (Preston, 2010)
New Zealand: Gaylene Preston Production. !
N.B. For films, DVDs or videorecordings use [Motion picture] in square brackets. Give
: the country of origin and the name of the motion picture stud;o_
' 9. Journal article : :
Lustig, R. H. (2012). Public health: The toxic truth about sugar. Nature, (Lustig, 2012) or

482(7383), 27-29. :
N.B. A capital letter is used for key words in the journal title. The journal title and Lustig (2012) discredits “sugar as

volume number are italicised, followed by the issue number in brackets (not 1tallcised) _empty calories” (p. 28)

“Ga. Journal article (electronic version) with no DOI ;
Lustig, R. H. (2012). Public heaith: The toxic truth about sugar. Nature, i (Lustig, 2012)
482(7383), 27-29. Retrieved from ProQuest Central Database.

. 9b. Journal article — academic/scholarly with DOI (see also Library APA referencmg webpage)
Lustig, R. H. (2012). Public health: The toxic truth about sugar. Nature, (Lustlg,2012)
482(7383), 27-29. http ldx. d01 org/10.1038/482027a ;
"10. Magazine/Newspaper article — popularitrade/general interest j
Goodwin, D. K. (2002, February 4). How | caused that story. Time, 159(5), 69. , (Goodwin, 2002) or

N.B. Full date is used i ished weekly, month and year if monthly ! Goodwin (2002) defends ...

11. MagazmelNewsp r article with no author
Report casts shadow on biofuel crops. (2007, October 16). Waikato Times, i (“Report Casts Shadow”, 2007)
p. 21.
N.B. Article title comes first. In the text, abbreviate title and use double quotat:on
marks. Include p. or pp. before the page number for newspapers, not magazines.

12. Personal Communication (letters, telephone conversations, emails, interviews, pnvate social networkmg)
1 ! (J. Bér, personal communication,
! N.B. No reference list entry as the information is not recoverable. : March 19, 2004)

H
1

13. Thesis — Institutional or personal webpage - ouﬁsnde the US
Liu, G. (2014). Improving corporate Internet reporting in China (Doctoral thesis, ! (Liu, 2014) or
University of Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand). Retrieved from !

http://researchcommons. waikato.ac.nz/handle/1 0289/2241 N : Liu (2014) identified ...
14, Webpage ' . '
New Zealand Trade and Enterpnse (n.d.). Agribusiness. Retrieved from . (New Zealand Trade and

https://www.nzte.govt.nz/en/export/market-research/agribusiness/ | Enterprise, n.d., para. 1)
¢ For direct gquote, cite the paragraph

| N.B. (n.d.) = no date. The basic format is: (1) Author (could be organisation), (2) Date . number in text
i (either date of publication or latest update), (3) Title, (4) URL. |

For more web examples e.g. YouTube videos, blogs and Twitter posts see the APA Online Guide
hitp:/iwww.waikato.ac.nz/library/study/referencing/styles/apa/examples
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| E#?//;? — G X R B SN 5] G
Samovar and Porter (1997) point out that "language involves attaching meaning to symbols" (p.188).
Alternatively, “Language involves attaching meaning to symbols" (Samovar & Porter, 1997, p.188).

/EL#?//?//‘#E EHEERREH T THENT G

Attaching meaning to symbols is considered to be the origin of written language (Samovar & Porter 1997).
L BB BTSRRI, {gﬂ B T RELENFT Y (ﬁ%ﬁ/z’ﬂ p. 171}
| SRR

As Hall (1977) asserts, “culture also defines boundaries of different groups” (as cited in Samovar & Porter,
1997 p 14)

. Lp%géﬂ’ﬁﬂcﬂ’] %eﬁi?ﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁ%iﬁiﬁ%ﬂ@, SHE IR ﬁlaH’E%!liEEE’J?ﬂ'bﬁ EEEF-IF?J

King, M. (2000). Wrestling with the angel: A life of Janet Frame. Auckland, New
: Zealand: Viking.
N.B. The first letter of the first word of the main titie, subtitle and all proper nouns have
capital letters.
* 2. Book with two authors
Dancey, C. P., & Reidy, J. (2004). Statistics without maths for psychology: Using
SPSS for Windows (3rd ed.). Harlow, England: Pearson/Prentice Hall.
" N.B. Before "&”between authors, do not forget to put a comma.

IR A E B SCRRFT AL AL B

i ln-text cutatlon -

(King, 2000) or
King (2000) compares Frame ...

(Dancey & Reidy, 2004) or
Dancey and Reidy (2004) said...

When paraphrasing in text, use
and, not &.

: 3. Book with three to five authors (see Library APA referencing webpage for six or more.authors)

Krause, K-L., Bochner, S., & Duchesne, S. (2008). Educational psychology for
. learning and teaching (2nd ed.). South Melbourne, Vic., Australia: Thomson.
i N.B. Use & between authors’ names, except when paraphrasing in text. When a work has
- three, four or five authors, cite all authors the first time, and in subsequent citations
inciude only the first author followed by et al.

! (Krause, Bochner, & Duchesne,
1 2006)

' then

(Krause et al., 2006) i

- 4. Book or report by a corporate author e.g. organisation, association, government department

University of Waikato. (1967). First hall of residence (Information series No 3).
Hamilton, New Zealand: Author.

. N.B. When the author and the publisher are the same, use Author in the publisher field.

(University of Waikato, 1967)
Some group authors may be
abbreviated in subsequent
citations if they are readily

: 5. Book chapter in edited book

Helber, L. E. (1995). Redeveloping mature resorts for new markets. In M. V. Conlin :

& T. Baum (Eds.), /sland tourism: Management principles and practice (pp.
3 105-113). Chichester, England: John Witey.
: N.B. Include the page numbers of the chapter after the book fitle,

i recognisable,

(Helber, 1995) or

Helber (1985) compares luxury
resorts ...
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‘6. Conference paper online -(see Library APA referencing webpage for alternativ
Bochner, S. (1996, November). Mentoring in higher education: Issues to be
addressed in developing a mentoring program. Paper presented at the
Australian Association for Research in Education Conference, Singapore.
_ Retrieved from http://www.aare.edu.au/96pap/bochs9601 8.ixt
7. Course handout/Lecture notes
Salter, G. (2007). Lecture 3: SPLS205-07A [PowerPoint slides]. Hamilton, New
; Zealand: University of Waikato.
. N.B. Put format in square brackets - e.g. [PowerPoint siides] [Lecture notes]

! (Bochner, 1996) or-

| (Salter, 2007)

e formats)

" According to Bochner (1996) ...

!

8. Film - (see Library APA referencing webpage for music and other media)
Zhang, Y. (Producer/Director). (2000). Not one less [Motion picture]. China:
Columbia Pictures.

" N.B. For films, DVDs or videorecordings use [Motion picture] in square brackets. Give
. the country of origin and the name of the motion picture studio.

(Zhang, 2000)

6 " journal arficle — academicischolarly (electronic version) with DOI (see also Libra

Hohepa, M., Schofield, G., & Kolt, G. S. (2006). Physical activity: What do high
school students think? Journal of Adolescent Health, 39(3), 328-336.
doi:10.1016/j.jadohealth.2005.12.024

j N.B. A capital letter is used for key words in the journal title. The journal title and
. volume number are italicised, followed by the issue number in brackets (not italicised).

ry APA referencing webpage)
(Hohepa, Schofield, & Kolt, 2006) |
then subsequently, if 3-5 authors
(Hohepa et al., 2006)

© 10. Journal article — academic/scholarly (electronic version) with no DOI
Harrison, B., & Papa, R. (2005). The development of an indigenous knowledge
program in a New Zealand Maori-language immersion school. Anthropology
and Education Quarterly, 36(1), 57-72. Retrieved from ProQuest Education
. Journals database.
N.B. Undergraduates: Give the name of the database. Researchers: Give the URL of the
 journal homepage. e.g. Retrieved from http:/iucpressjournals.comjjournal.aspzjzacq
~ 11. Journal article - academic/scholarly (print version) '
Gibbs, M. (2005). The right to development and indigenous peoples: Lessons
from New Zealand. World Development, 33(8), 1365-1378.

“i5 Journal article - academic/scholarly (intemet only — no print version)
Snell, D., & Hodgetts, D. (n.d.). The psychology of heavy metal communities and
white supremacy. Te Kura Kete Aronui, 1. Retrieved from

: http://www.waikato.ac.nz/wfass/tkka
. NLB. (n.d.) = no date. For htmi version only, cite the paragraph number in text

§ Harrison and Papa (2005)

| Gibbs (2005) contradicts ..

; (Harrison & Papa, 2005) or

| recommend ...

| (Gibbs, 2005) or

(Snell & Hodgetts, n.d.)
or ‘
Snell and Hodgetts (n.d.) suggest

“..." (para. 3)

713, Magazine article - popularitradeigeneral interest
i Goodwin, D. K. (2002, February 4). How | caused that story. Time, 159(5), 69.
N.B. Full date is used for weekly magazines; month and year for monthly magazin
i Tigvap 555‘1." Srticle ('P'riri't version) . P
Hartevelt, J. (2007, December 20). Boy racers. The Press; p. 3.
_N.B. Include p. or pp. before the page number ~ for newspapers only, not magazines
- 15

“Newspaper article (Database like Newztext Pius) (also see Library referenc
Cumming, G. (2003, April 5). Cough that shook the world. The New Zealand
Herald, Retrieved from Newztext Plus database.

| Goodwin (2002) defends ...

ing webpage for Internet version) |

(Goodwin, 2002) or

| (Hartevelt, 2007)

(Cumming, 2003)

"16. Newspaper article with no author ‘
: Report casts shadow on biofuel crops. (2007, October 16). Waikato Times, p. 21.
' N.B. Article title comes first. In the text, abbreviate title and use double quotation marlfs_.
' 17. Personal Communication (letters, telephone conversations, emails, interviews)

i N.B. No reference list entry as the information is not recoverable.

i

. (“Report Casts Shadow,” 2007)

(H. Clarke, personal
; communication, March 19, 2004)

18 Thesis — Institutional or personal webpage -outside the US

Dewstow, R. A.:(2008). Using the Intemet to enhance teaching at the University
of Waikato (Master's thesis, University of Waikato, Hamiiton, New Zealand).

(Dewstow, 2006) or

Dewstow (2008) identified ...

Retrieved from Ahttp://rgsgarchpommons.waikato.ac.nz/handle/ 10289/2241

“"19. Webpages (When multiple webpages are referenced, reference the homepage)
' Retrieved from

Statistics New Zealand. (2007). New Zealand in profile 2007.
http://www.stats.govt.nz

. N.B. Author (could be organisation),
: doc_ument_title, date retrieved if contents are likely to change,

date (either date of publication or fatest update), .
URL

For more web examples e.g. YouTube videos, blogs and Twitter posts see the APA Online Guide

g

. (Statistics New Zealand, 2007)
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